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Changed 


By Alonzo Rice 


YOu «a cannot read the news of my defeat, 
The plot is changed, and there is none to 
tell ; 
But you may hear the watchman now repeat, 
“ The night is nearly past, and all is well.” 


An Index to the entire contents of The Sunday 


School Times for 1910 ts now ready, and will be mailed 
for two two-cent stamps, upon request. 
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Why Don’t Boys Smoke ? 


Some boys smoke cigarets. A great many do 
not. Many a boy has smoked cigarets and has given 
them up. Many another boy has thoughtfully decided 
never to take up smoking, and will hold to that deci- 
sion through life. It would help some boys who are 
smoking if they could know just why a great many 
other boys, with the same surroundings and desires 
and interests as themselves, are not smoking. It 
might help them a great deal more than all the sound 
advice and well-intentioned warnings of their aunts, 
their mothers, their tathers, their ministers, and their 
Sunday-school teachers. Therefore The Sunday 
School Times wants to know why the two classes of 
boys named do not smoke cigarets : those who have 
practised it and stopped ; those who have decided not 
to make a beginning. The teachers and friends and 
parents of non-smoking boys in either of these two 
classes are asked to co-operate in getting this valuable 
and desired information. If you know any boy who 
has-smoked cigarets and has stopped it, or who has 
begun the practise, won’t you ask him to write 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, 1031 Wal- 
Hreet, Philadelphia, Pa., a letter of not more than 
dred and.fifty words, telling just why he stopped, 
or'why he-bas never begun? If he could tell you in 






personal conversation better than he could write it, 
get him to dg so, and yourself send the Editor a brief 
letter giving his reasons. The two questions to which 
the boys’ own answers are desired are : ‘* Why I Gave 
Up Cigarets’’; or, ‘*‘ Why I Never Took Up Cigar- 
ets.’" It is hoped that a considerable number of the 
best letters thus received from boys or the friends of 
boys (preferably from the boys themselves) will be 
published in the Times as convincing anti-cigaret 
material for the use of teachers and parents and all 
lovers of boys. 
yd 


Witnessing When It Costs Most 


‘*God wants our conspicuous crises to be occa- 
sions of conspicuous testimony.’’ When the strain is 
greatest, it is his call to us to let our witnessing for 
him be greatest. _When we are most deeply wounded 
in our feelings, or treated with greatest injustice, or 
ignored most contemptuously, or set aside most un- 
fairly, that is the time of all times when we have 
opportunity to let Christ show what he can do with a 
life that has ceased to live to itself because it has lost 
itself in him. If at such a time those who are watch- 
ing us see only a radiance of selfless love and sun- 
shine and trust pour out from us, they will begin to 
believe that there is something in this Christ whom 
we profess. But if we break down and act as any one 
else would in the crisis time of pressure, why should 
the world believe in our’ Christ ? 


x 
Criticizing Love 


About once in a thousand cases a word of per- 
sonal criticism may properly be spoken by one human 
being to another. The remaining times, the criticism 
will probably do more harm than good. But there is 
one rule against criticism which’ we may safely set 
down as final and without an exception even once in 
a thousand times. ‘' Don’t criticize what love does,”’ 
is the rule as Mr. S. D. Gordon gives it. When we 
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‘‘Reading Up” 


HAT shall we do in the way of collateral read- 
ing in connection with our Old Testament re- 
searches? To do such reading as a substitute 

for active-minded study is worse than useless. To 
begin by outside reading, and thus predetermine what 
we shall think of the Bible passage we are consider- 
ing, is suicidal so far as intelligent investigation is 
concerned. These vices in study are none the less 
baleful for being common. If a person is addicted 
to them it would be wholesome for him to take a vow 
of total abstinence, never reading up on a lesson 
until after he has worked it out for himself. 

Or again, if a person's limitations are such that he 
cannot do both the study and the reading, it might 
be well for him to confine his collateral reading to the 
articles in his Sunday-school lesson help. He is sure 
to find something choice there. It may be better for 
him to read that and digest it than to crowd himself 
into a good deal of hurried reading, at the risk of 
mental dyspepsia. 

Most Sunday-school teachers and older scholars, 
however, ought to do other collateral reading. They 
can do it if their purpose in the matter is sufficiently 
strong. By doing it they will make their understand- 
ing of the Bible more intelligent, and their use of it 
more interesting and effective. 

You should be interested in books that treat of the 
heredity of our English Bibles, all along down from 
their first ancestors written in Hebrew and Greek. 
You should wish to know something about the oldest 
copies;now existing, about the first printed copies, 


know that any action has been prompted by love, 
then, it matters not how mistaken or wrong we may 
think the action, let us seal our lips against a syllable in 
criticism of the person whose love has been expressed. 
No wound hurts more than that of being condemned 
for an unselfish effort to help others. Criticism then 
is cruelty. The historic illustration of this is Judas’ 
criticism of Mary when she lavished the costly oint- 
ment on Jesus. Everyday life teems with other in- 
stances of this refined cruelty : fathers and mothers 
criticizing their children, children their parents, broth- 
ers and sisters, teachers and pupils, friends and fellow- 
workers, all sharply condenining each others’ actions 
of love. We revolt at the thought, but let us watch 
ourselves and others for a day and see. It is well to 
recognize that it is the Judas-side of our natures that 
prompts or permits us to wound and crush another's 
love by criticizing when we oughttocommend, Love 
is to be cherished, not stifled. 


x. 
Feeding on Others’ Good 


Only a starved soul sees the worst side of people. 
If we find ourselves constantly noting the unworthi- 
ness of people we meet, we may well take alarm— 
not over their condition, but over ourown. We need 
to remember that ‘‘ the ability to recognize nobleness 
in others indicates a measure of nobleness in one’s 
self’’; and if there seems to be very little nobleness 
in the world, it is a bad symptom of our own condi- 
tion. We can always see what we look for; and we 
see what, in ourselves, we carry to the object of our 
sight. Also we become more and more like what we 
see. From every standpoint, therefore,-it behooves 
us to see great good in every one. The good is there ; 
Christ saw more of it than any man that ever lived ; 
if we do not see it it is only because we are shutting 
Christ out of our life. Let us look out of his eyes, 
and let him look out of ours, and the beauty and rich- 
ness of the human life all about us will nourish us into 
a health we never before knew. 


the Old Testament 


about the history of the translations, especially the 
translations into English, about the methods which 
scholars have used for securing as accurate a text as 
possible, If you are on the lookout for stories that 
are at once interesting and informing, get hold of 
some of the stories of old transcribers and illumina- 
tors, or of such adventures as those of Tischendorf in 
his hunt for the Sinaitic manuscript, or of the transla- 
tion of the Old Testament into Greek, or of the trans- 
tions of both Testaments into Latin, or of what such 
men as King Alfred and Tyndale and Wyclif did in 
the matter of translation into English, or of the King 
James version, or the recent revisions, Here is read- 
ing for you, abundant and bright and of serious value. 

You should be interested in books that deal with 
the environment of the Scriptural writings when they 
were being produced—with the geography of the lands 
of the Bible, their geology, their flora and fauna, their 
climate ; with the lives which human beings then 
lived, their homes and furniture, their dress and orna- 
ments, their agriculture and other industries, their 
family customs, their weapons, their literature, their 
arts, their ideas of government ; with the art of writ- 
ing as practised in those times, and the recovered 
documents in which the history and the business 
transactions and the poetry and the philosophy of 
those peoples were put on record. 

The literature of travel and exploration is particu- 
larly. fascinating in connection with the lessans of the 
current year. Read some :books menely as.books of 
travel, to get fremthem the Oriental point of view 
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and coloring. In some cases prefer older books 
to newer, the books of men who traveled before steam 
and electricity began to modernize the biblical East. 
Read also books on the explorations in Bible lands, 
There exist no records of adventure more fascinating 
than some of these. Read concerning sites that have 
been explored, and the objects that have been dis- 
covered, and let these help your imagination to pieture 
the ancient conditions of life there. Such reading is 
interesting in itself, and O how vivid it makes many 
of the matters mentioned in the Bible! Read, for 
example, of the human foundation sacrifices at Gezer, 
or of the incinerated remains of infants found there, 
and you will see why the Bible condemns the religions 
of Canaan, 

As connected with the lessons of the present year, 
the most interesting books on exploration are those 
which make us acquainted with ancient texts—Egyp- 
tian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Hittite, Moabite, and 
now. at last Aramaic and Hebrew. We have con- 
temporary writings of the time of Shishak and of later 
Egyptian kings, of Asshur-nazir-pal and two Shal- 
manezers and Rammanpn-nirari and Tiglath-pilezer 
and Sargon and Sennacherib and Esar-haddon and 
Asshurbanipal, of the Babylonians Nebuchadnezzar 
and Nabonidus and others, of Cyrus and Darius 
Hystaspis and Darius Nothus and other Persian 
kings, of Hittites and other nations contemporary 
with these monarchs of the world-powers. Within 
the past few months explorers have unearthed busi- 
ness documents of King Ahab in Samaria. The 
texts that have been recovered include records of 
large blocks of history, with minute dates and details. 
Hf in your Bible study you are intellectually ambi- 
tious, or if you are so desirous to know the real facts 
that you are willing to take some troubdle to learn 
them, you will not allow all this mass of literature to 
go unused, 

There are secondary books in which men give their 
ideas of the results that have thus far been reached 
through exploration, with opinions as to the bearings 
of these results on the Bible record ; and these books 
have their value. There are works which consist of 
collections of such of the texts as mention biblical 
matters ; and these have their value. But there are 
many of the texts which you ought to read complete, 
and not merely by extracts. For example, light is 
thrown on the Bible by Sennacherib’s records of the 
year when he made his expedition against Hezekiah ; 
but. his records for the preceding and following years 
are quite as important for illuminating the Bible, 
though they mention no Bible events. They tell. us 
how Sennacherib was occupied in those years, and 
how it happened that he could not carry out his pur- 
poses against Judah ; and thus enable us to under- 
stand how Jehovah, the God of the nations, saved his 
people. 

Reading collateral with Bible study might take in 
books of many other large and important classes, You 
ean read books that attempt to give the biblical his- 
tory in its order, or that treat of the chronology, or 
poems or dramas or works of fiction based on the 
Bible, or biographies of Bible men. Then there are 
the works whose purpose is to make us see the liter- 
ary characteristics of the Scriptures and appreciate 
their literary qualities, Add to this the whole litera- 
ture of comparative religion, Theology also puts in 
its claim. There are books on the divine origin of 
the Bible, its inspiration, its function as a revelation 
from God ; and whole libraries elucidating the doc- 
trines it teaches, There are books on particular Bible 
subjects—the prophets, the temple, the tabernacle, 
biblical sociology, the wisdom books, Bible temper- 
ance. There are books which discuss the work which 
the Bible is doing in the world, its influence among 
the nations, how to use it, its relations to religious 
experience, to worship, to reform. There are books 
of Bible stories, and books designed to point out the 
attractions of the Bible. To all these add the mass of 
books that have been manufactured for pedagogical 
and reference purposes—manuals, introductions, com- 
mentaries, Bible dictionaries, religious encyclopedias, 
teachers’ Bibles, concordances. 

Truly, if one attempts to become a person well read 
in matters connected with the Bible he enters upon a 
large undertaking—large enough to challenge the 
mightiest ambition. 

Different kinds of profit are to be sought in read- 
ing, and for this reason different kinds of reading 
should be treated differently. Some books you should 
read - superficially, and some slowly and carefully ; 
some for information, and some mainly for the gen- 
eral impression they make. For-example, most novels 
and poems and dramas based on the Bible, most sec- 
ondary histories of Israel or of other Bible nations, 
“most of the alleged Bible biographies, and much of 
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the land-and-book material, should be read for the 
sake of the general impression. If you depend too 
much on their statements of fact you will be misled. 

You will have to read much that you disapprove ; 
you cannot help yourself. Some books oné can read 
confidingly, but there are many which you should 
read with a skeptical challenge in your mind, Chal- 
lenge especially whatever disagrees with your own 
observation of the Bible, or your own understanding 
of its testimony. Accept the critical theories only so 
far as you understand them and perceive them to be 
true. Be in no haste to accept conjectural changes of 
the Bible text, or to reject the biblical statements of 
fact. Prove the views which men promulgate con- 
cerning Bible history and chronology before you rest 
your faith upon them, Be a little cautious, also, in 
applying pedagogical theories: to the Bible. If you 
follow these rules, you will have to cultivate the habit 
of suspending your judgment in cases where the evi- 
dence is not decisive, and you will shut yourself off 
fiom having opinions on a vast number of subjects. 
But there are cases in which it is better to have no 
opinion than to have ill-grounded opinions. 

Exceptionally, and for purposes of self-discipline, 
read that which some one tells you that you ought to 
read ; but ordinarily read that in which you yourself 
feel interested. Have an understanding with your 
friends, and bring a social element into your reading. 

Where will you get the books? If you havea large 
library accessible, use it. Go there and read, Draw 
books. Get acquainted with the books, so that you 
will know which ones you desire to be intimate with, 
and which you would like toown. If your local pub- 
lic library has not the books on the Bible which you 
want, stir up your friends to go there and ask for them, 
and keep doing this till the library acquires them. 
Form a little reference library for the use of your own 
Sunday-school. And when you have made the most 
of these various ways of borrowing, recognize also the 
fact that you ought to own some books. You ought 
to have them in your home for company, and to help 
you entertain your friends. You ought to have books 
that you feel at liberty to annotate or to lend. Buy 
books as you may be able. If you are not rich, how- 
ever, always do one thing before you buy a book ; get 
well enough acquainted with it so that you will be 
sure that it is the book you want. 
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Faith and Healing 


Those who in Christ are closest to God and are 
most completely mastered by his purposes seem to 
take least thought for the purely temporal and minor 
matters of money, food, clothing, physical health, and 
the like. These details drop into a secondary but en- 
tirely proper place in life. It is well to bear this in 
mind as we consider such questions as are raised in 
a letter from a California reader : 


I suppose the promise, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, 
believing, ye shall receive’’ (Matt. 21 : 22), is for those who 
are ‘abiding in him" (John 15:7), and who therefore ask 
only ‘‘ according to his will'’ (1 John 5 : 14). 

In regard to sickness, Paul's ‘‘thorn in the flesh’ would 
seem to indicate that it is not always God's will to restore to 
health. How, then, can we ask in faith for healing, when we 
cannot know it is his will? And yet the Bible says the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick. 

{ cannot believe that Christian Scientists are in closer union 
with God than others, and yet there are too many testimonials 
to cures, I think, not to believe that their faith overcomes 
disease. Also, purely mental healing, which is a form of 
faith, is not necessarily done by Christians. Do you think, 
then, that the statement of the power of faith (Matt. 17 : 20) 
is simply a scientific fact, which can be made use of by any 
one, whether a Christian or not? 


The faith of the Bible is not an abstract condition 
of the mind. It is a definite act of the will, directed 
toward a Person. Bushnell’s definition is simple, 
safe, and satisfying: ‘‘Faith is that act by which 
one person, a sinner, commits himself to another 
Person, a Saviour.’’ Such faith is not ‘limited to 
the Saviour’s care in saving oneself from the death 
penalty of sin, though that is fundamental and 
primary ; it includes also the committing to the 
Saviour of everything in life, both of one’s own 
interests and of others’ interests, - Of course there are 
uther kinds of faith, as between persons and as re- 
lated to the effect of the mind upon the body; but 
these are not to’ be confounded with the Bible faith, 
nor connected with the Bible promises concerning 
faith. 

Jesus was speaking to his disciples about faith when 
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he said, ‘* whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believi 
ye shall. receive.’* In the preceding verse he told 
them what they could do in faith. Therefore his 
as prayer-promise was sharply conditioned on 

t 

Now to have faith,—that is, to commit ourselves 
really and completely to Christ,—is to surrender our- 
selves to Christ's present and unconditional mastery : 
to receive him as constituting our whole and only life : 
to abide in him by the keeping of his commandments. 
Only one who has done this can be said to have the 
faith in Christ that is a first condition to the fulness of 
the blessings of answered prayer. Butif we are thusin 
Christ and he in us, then-his will is our will, and we 
ask in prayer only that his will be done. Sometimes 


“we may know unconditionally as we pray what his 


will is as to that prayer ; sometimes we do not know ; 
in either case we may pray in entire faith, We ask 
that an illness be healed if it is Christ s will; there 
is no lack of faith in that prayer, for the prayer is 
made in complete dependence upon Christ, and in 
eager readiness to receive whatever, his will directs. 
But there is no real faith in praying that illness be 
healed when we have made up our minds that it must 
be healed, or when we wrongly assume that we know 
that it is Christ's will that it be healed. 

Just there seems to be a fundamental error of Chris- 
tian Science. It seems to assume that God never 
wills to have sickness in the life of any child of his. 
It therefore prays in a ‘‘faith’’ that dictates-to God 
rather than trusts God, —a very different attitude from 
the faith of Paul as he prayed about his thorn, and 
the faith of Jesus as he prayed about the Gethsemane 
cup. And yet Christian Science prayers for healing 
seem undeniably to bring answers. That ought not to 
surprise us. God answers wrong prayers,—or permits 
them to be answered, perhaps by spirit. agents that 
are working against him. That is one of the perils 
of prayer. The Bible records the answer of wrong 
prayers, when the answer was only a disaster. The 
children. of Israel were once thus answered, and with 
the answer was sent ‘‘leanness. to their souls’’ 
(Psa. 106: 15). As a matter of simple fact_and 
observation, does Christian Science, with its emphasis 
on bodily and mental and spiritual self-satisfaction, 
seem to produce an evangelistic type of New Testa- 
ment Christianity ? Does it lay the burden of, lost 
souls on its followers? Is it consumed with fire for 
the saving of a lost world? Is it reclaiming the 
slums and lifting up the ‘‘down and out’’? Is obe- 
dience to the Great Commission its central note, 
driving its members out into the farthest corners of 
the world to bring Christ to every nation and every 
nation to Christ? Does it hold to self-denial, the 
crucifixion of self indeath on Christ’s cross, as the way 
of life? These questions ought to be frankly con- 
sidered by those who are honestly inclined to view 
the claims of Christian Science with approval. 

It takes more faith in Christ to remain sick in joy 
and trust, at his will, than to pray unconditionally for 
a recovery that is against his will. Paul with his 
thorn was worth more to the world than Paul in a self- 
willed freedom from his thorn could ever have been. 
The prayer of faith’ shall save the sick—if the sick 
ought to be saved from sickness ; but it may be more 
important for the sick to be saved into a new trust 
and joy in the Lord while the sickness remains. 


ose 
From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Heavenly Father: Receive the praise we offer for 
untold mercies and unfathomable love ; for the radi- 
ance of thy presence, around us and within us; for 

the blessings of our daily routine, and for the relief of change ; 
for the privilege of useful work, and the comfort of rest ; for 
the stimulus of surprise, and the quickening power of disap- 
pointment ; for the exhilaration of a thousand little pleasures 
which in succession constantly pursue us, and for the savor of 
sorrow that sometimes befalls ; for the Hand that never rests in 
its gracious and varied ministries to us, and for thy designs of 
love toward us which pass all reno a ...+ Lord, teach 
us to feel thy touch moment by moment. ure our dulness. 
Let thy quickening grace penetrate our inmost being. Let us 
not be niggardly of divine sensation, fearful of .disturbance, 
afraid of large opportunity. Make us bold to claim close deal- 
ings with the Almighty One ; make us covetous of truth that 
will shatter our prejudices, eager for any experience that has 
God in it, and afraid of nothing so much as to be left alone, to 
rot... . And when our hearts are stirred, nerve us to grasp the 
moving Hand that stirs them, and cling to it into whatever 
strange circumstance it/may bring us. h, thou Infinite One, 
make us at home with thee. 
intimate with the Heavenly Father. Spirit of God, dwelling 
in us, awaken us to live: we would no longer merely exist. 
Let every nerve tingle with thy touch. Set us aflame. Uplift 
and enlarge us. Break the chains of cherished sin and craven 
quiet. Make us partakers of thy power, and thus a blessing 
to our fellow-men. Make us so busy and.so useful that we 
shall forget to watch the clock, forget to feel our aches, forget 
to ask for pay or look for appreciation. Lord, we want to 
make an end of being small, and mean and frivolous and self- 
absorbed, and would fain lose ourselves in thee. 


Lord Jesus, teach us how to be - 
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Prophets, and the “Sons of the Prophets” 


By the Rev. Charles H. Thomson, M.A., United Free Jewish Mission, Constantinople 





- THE early chapters of 2 Kings we find frequent 
references to the ‘‘sons of the prophets.’’ These 
men were not literally the sons of prophets. 
They were members of prophetic societies, which are 
sometimes called by modern writers the ‘schools of 
the prophets."’ ‘The word ‘‘schools,’’ however, is 
misleading, as it suggests more definite instruction 
than the biblical text warrants us in assuming. It is 
better to think of the prophetic societies as ‘‘ guilds’’ 
or ‘‘ fraternities.'’ That the members of the frater- 
nities — especially the younger members—were in 
some sense trained by their seniors is a reasonable 
assumption, and in 2 Kings 4 : 38, 6: 1, the proph- 
ets are described as ‘‘sitting before’’ Elisha, like 
students or disciples before their master. The prophet’s 
function in early Israel, so far as we can gather from 
the books of Samuel and Kings, was neither literary 
nor—except in a very broad sense—educational, and 
the training of a young member of a prophetic frater- 
nity was not scholastic. 

The origin of the fraternities is obscure, We en- 
counter them first in the time of Samuel, and it was 
probably in that troubled period that they emerged 
as a factor in the national and religious life of Israel. 
The root-meaning of the Hebrew word for ‘‘ prophet’’ 
is uncertain, and we do not know when the word be- 
came current. It may mean a speaker, especially 
one who makes an announcement on behalf of an- 
other, who acts as a mouthpiece, as Aaron was to be 
Moses’ prophet, or mouthpiece, to Pharaoh (Exod. 
7:1). This meaning of the term ‘applies admirably 
to the distinguished prophets of: later times, who de- 
livered messages as given them by God. 


Lower and Higher Forms of Prophecy 


But in early times the prophet ‘‘ was an ecstatic 
person, a man under the influence of violent reli- 
gious excitement, which induced a mental and phy- 
sical condition akin to frenzy’’ ;\and it is probable 
that the word was originally applicable to a man in 
this ecstatic condition rather than to the deliverer 
of amessage from God. Saul ‘‘prophesied’’ ; that is, 
fell into a state of frenzy, when under the influence 
of an evil spirit (1 Sam. 18:10). In course of time 
the word came to be applied not only to the ecstatic 
type of prophecy, but also to the higher and more 
spiritual manifestations of the Spirit of God in man. 
In 1 Samuel 9 : 9 we find a parenthetic note which 
tells us that those who were afterward called ‘‘ proph- 
ets’’ were in early times called ‘‘seers.’’ The seer 
saw what was hidden from the eyes of ordinary men, 
and this gift of vision was characteristic of the greater 
prophets. - 

The lower exercise of the gift was the practise of 
divination. Thus Saul’s servant proposed to ask 
Samuel where his master’s lost asses were straying. 
The seer-prophet could penetrate the veil that hides 
the future, and could reveal the purpose of God. So 
Jeroboam’s wife consulted Ahijah as to the issue of 
her son’s sickness (1 Kings 14: 1 ff.), and Benhadad 
of Syria sent from his deathbed to ask Elisha whether 
he would recover (2 Kings 8:7 f.). A whole com- 
pany of prophets might be consulted, and might de- 
liver an oracle in unison, as when Ahab called to- 
gether four hundred prophets, and asked them 
whether his proposed expedition to Ramoth-gilead 
would be successful (1 Kings 22 : 6 ff.). 

In its highest manifestations prophetic vision had 
a wider and more spiritual content than in the ex- 
amples quoted. It embraced the character and will 
of God, and his purposes in all their bearing on the 
social and political, as well as the ethical and re- 
ligious, life of Israel. The great seer-prophets saw 
. and proclaimed the will of God and the duty of man. 
Moreover, they entered into public life and became 
preachers, thrusting themselves often upon the re- 
luctant notice of their countrymen, and seeking to in- 
fuse a new impulse into the national life. This pub- 
lic activity of the great prophets is a point of contact 
between them-and the prophetic fraternities, in which 
there was a fervent nationalist spirit. Again, there 
was a certain ecstatic element in the temperament of 
the great prophets, an element never wholly wanting 
when a man feels that he is posséssed by a spirit not 
his own, and.is charged with a message which: can. be 
distinguished from the results of his own observation 
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There were prophets and prophets in Israel, as there 
are ministers and ministers in America. And the 
various kinds of prophets were as remote from each 
other in their spirit and work as are the various 
kinds of ministers to-day. Mr. Thomson draws the 
distinction sharply and clearly. He throws direct 
light on the current lesson-references to ‘‘ the sons 
of the prophets,’’ and shows how much loftier and 
more enduring was the work of such men as Elijah, 
Isaiah, Amos, Jeremiah, and the like. 








and reflection. In the case of the writing prophets 
the ecstatic was altogether subordinate to the spiritual. 
They communed with God, and their hearts were 
filled with a message which was of practical value to 
their countrymen, They appealed directly to the 
heart and conscience. Yet, when we study the 
prophetic temperament in its highest manifestations, 
we shall not be altogether surprised to find that in 
primitive times the same susceptibility to a spiritual 
impulse should, in less balanced minds, result in the 
predominance of the ecstatic over the spiritual, and 
lead even to the excesses of frenzy. 

The religious and political conditions of Samuel's 
time were favorable to such a reaction of spiritual im- 
pulses upon susceptible minds. The great bond that 
held the nation together was the common worship of 
the national God ; and the domination of the uncir- 
cumcised Philistines, while it brought suffering upon 
the people, seemed also to bring disgrace upon their 
God. The men who banded themselves together in 
the prophetic fraternities were religious and national- 
ist agitators, who sought to inflame the enthusiasm of 
the people for the national cause and the national 
God. The crisis which led to the foundation of the 
Hebrew monarchy was probably the immediate occa- 
sion of the formation of these prophetic companies, 
whose enthusiastic fervor was attributed to the ‘‘Spirit 
of Yahwe,’’ We are accustomed to think of the 
Divine Spirit in man as a still small voice, a stimu- 
lating, controlling, and regenerating force, which 
manifests itself in the moral and spiritual life of the 
man who is under its influence. - But in times of 
crisis and excitement the Spirit has seemed to those 
who were deeply stirred to take the form rather of a 
rushing mighty wind, taking violent hold of men, and 
manifesting itself in uncontrollable physical emotion. 


Physical and Emotional Fervor 


In primitive times, also, the power of the Spirit in a 
man was estimated largely by its visible, physical 
effects. Thus Samson smote the Philistines in the 
strength of the ‘*Spirit of Yahwe’’ (Judges 14 : 19), 
and Jephthah was endued with the Spirit when he 
went out to attack the Ammonites (Judges 11 : 29). 
In the story of Moses we find an isolated instance of 
religious ecstasy, when the Spirit came upon the sev- 
enty elders, and they «* prophesied’* (Num. 11 : 25 f.) 

Equally intense, and far more widespread and per- 
sistent, was the emotional fervor that animated the 
prophetic fraternities of Samuel’s day. Whether 
such bands of enthusiasts had existed in Canaan in 
association with Canaanitish worship we do not know. 
The Tyrian Baal had prophets, who worked them- 
selves up into a state of frenzy (1 Kings 18 : 25 ff.), 
but there is no direct evidence of the existence of 
pagan prophetism in Palestine proper. The prophets 
wore a rough garment of sackcloth, and were appar- 
ently recognizable also by a mark upon their fore- 
heads (1 Kings 20: 41 Rev. Ver.) Their method 
of ‘‘prophesying’’ is indicated in 1 Samuel ‘to: 5 f., 
10 ff.; 19 : 20 ff. The prophetic ecstasy was induced 
by music and dancing, and the wild enthusiasm of 
the prophets exercised a powerful influence upon sus- 
ceptible persons who saw and heard them. Saul him- 
self was carried away by the prophetic fervor, and we 
read that he lay naked a day and a night in the ex- 
haustion consequent upon a fit of frenzied excitement 
(1 Sam. 19 : 24). The dance was partly an act of 
worship and partly a means of stimulating the enthu- 
siasm of the participants and the bystanders. Saul 
met a prophetic company coming down from the 
(t Sam. 10:5), the local sanctuary 





with its altar, near which we may suppose the prophets 
engaged in their ecstatic devotional exercises, 

How far such ‘* prophets’’ really influenced the peo- 
ple itis hard tosay. Their ecstasy was akin to madness, 
and many of the people—possibly the mass—viewed 
it with a certain measure of contempt. They were 
surprised that Saul should be carried away by it, and, 
like Jehu's brother-officers, they regarded a prophet 
as a ‘*mad fellow’’ (2 Kings 9:11). But we must 
not underestimate the difference between those times 
and our own, and between Orientals with an Oriental 
type of religion, and men of the West, whose temper- 
ament and type of civilization have powerfully affected 
their forms of devotion. The East still has its der- 
vishes, and in the Christian church we have seen both 
the strength and the weakness of ecstatic religious 
movements. The prophetic fraternities roused the 
religious and patriotic fervor of many of their country- 
men, and it was doubtless due in considerable meas- 
ure to the enthusiasm they inspired that the Philistine 
yoke was thrown off, and the nation united under a 
settled government. The basis of this enthusiasm 
was fervent devotion to the God of Israel, and the 
prophetic movement, while vehemently patrioti¢, was 
a religious movement. 


Prophetic Fraternities and National Life 


After the settlement of the nation under David we 
hear nothing of the prophetic fraternities for more 
than a century. In the history of David we encoun- 
ter the names of isolated prophets, and Nathan con- 
fronted the king, as Elijah some generations later faced 
Ahab in the name of God. _ Under Solomon we have 
no. evidence of prophetic activity. With the disrup- ° 
tion of the kingdom prophets begin again to take part 
in public affairs, but it is not until we reach the time 
of Ahab that we have references to prophetic guilds. 
We need not suppose that they ceased to exist in the 
interval, but it is probable that they were of very 
secondary importance. A crisis was needed to awaken 
the prophetic fervor, and the crisis was provoked by 
Jezebel’s introduction into Israel of the worship of the 
Tyrian Baal, Once more zeal for the God of Israel 
was fanned into flame, and the prophetic fraternities 
became again a factor in the life of the nation. Eli- 
jah’s connection with them does not appear to have 
been very close, though they were evidently in sym- 
pathy with him (1 Kings 18 : 4), but Elisha, his dis- 
ciple and successor, was at their head. At that time 
they lived in communities (2 Kings 6 :.1), and seem 
to have shared a common table (zdid. 4 : 38-44), 
though this may not have been their constant prac- 
tise, since they were not celibate (#b¢d. 4:1). As in 
earlier days, they combined religious zeal with patri- 
otic enthusiasm (1 Kings 20 : 35 ff.;22: 10ff.). ‘They 
were largely instrumental—unfortunately by very car- 
nal methods, and in alliance with a murderous usurper 
—in destroying the worship of the Tyrian Baal in 
Israel, but, judging from the writings of Amos and 
Hosea a century later, they did not effect any lasting 
spiritual reform. The fraternities were still in exist- 
ence in the time of Amos (Amos 7 : 14), but we have 
no further information regarding them. Isaiah and 
Jeremiah refer frequently to ‘‘ prophets’’ with whom 
they were in sharp antagonism, and we may sup- 
pose that the professional organizations continued to 
exist, though in what form we do not know, 

In their fraternities the prophets had the stimulus 
of united enthusiasm, and acquired the technique of 
their profession, the methods of inducing the proph- 
etic trance, and some skill in the use of the symbolic 
actions by which they frequently enforced their mean- 
ing. In later times their enthusiasm was less sponta- 
neous, and their religious attitude more conventional. 
They never rose above a purely nationalist concep- 
tion of God's relation to Israel, and it was their narrow 
nationalism that brought them into opposition to the 
great pre-exilic prophets, from Amos to Jeremiah. 

The development of Hebrew prophecy proceeded on 
two planes. The lower was that of the mass, at first 


ecstatic, and always blindly nationalist (as in 1 Kings. 


22:10f/). The higher was a succession of individuals. 
The ‘sons of the prophets’’ did their work in kind- 
ling enthusiasm for Yahwe and Israel. The mission of 
the higher succession was to reveal and emphasize the 


- Spiritual and’ ethieal character of the one God. 
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The Pocket Testament League Around the World 


By George T. B. Davis 





1V, SPREADING THE WORD IN AUSTRALIA 
‘Holding forth the word of life.'’—Philippians 2 : 16. 


HE Pocket Testament League was introduced in- 
to Australia during the visit of the Chapman- 
- Alexander Mission Party to the Commonwealth 
in the spring and summer of 1909. The idea seemed 
to take the country by storm. The movement spread 
with great rapidity throughout Melbourne, Sydney, 
Brisbane, Adelaide and other cities. Ministers and 
Christian workers of all denominations hailed the plan 
'. as the very thing that had been needed to build up 
Christians in the faith and win the unsaved to Christ. 
Some idea of the sweep of the movement may be 
gained from the fact that before the Mission Party 
went to Australia 35,000 special League Testaments 
were shipped from London to Melbourne. Within a 
few weeks these had been exhausted, and orders 
cabled to London for 40,000 more. 

It was in Australia that a new phase of the work 
was inaugurated. It consisted in the establishing in 
each church of a local secretary to promote the 
movement among the members of the congregation, 
the young people's societies, and other organizations, 
and in the Rndee-tokas, 

Probably the most signal victory of the League in 
the city of Melbourne was in connection with the 
street-car men. A number of them having joined the 
League through personal invitation, it was suggested 
that a meeting for street-car men and policemen be 
held at the Y. M. C. A. An enthusiastic gathering 
was held and most of the street-car men present 
joined the League. Mr. J. A. Caffin, one of the dis- 
trict superintendents of the street-car company, con- 
sented to act as general secretary, and the movement 

- grew by leaps and bounds. Later on it was agreed 
that if any one of a group of men was found without 
his Testament, whether on or off duty, he would have 
to, pay a fine sufficient to buy another Testament to 
give away. In a short time 300 League members 
were enrolled among the street-car men of Melbourne. 


Is Your Opportunity Equal to Hers? 


The most interesting member of the League in Mel- 

bourne is Miss H. R. Higgens, an invalid whose 
‘name is known and loved in many lands. Although 
she is a great sufferer, her room is always full of 
sunshine. Indeed, she is known as the ‘‘ sunshine 
:invalid.’" For ten years Miss Higgens has not left 
her room, One after another, both arms and both 
legs have had to be amputated, and her helpless con- 
dition may thus he easily realized. Upon the stump 
of one arm, however, Miss Higgens has had an 
arrangement made capable of holding and manipulat- 
‘ing a. fountain pen. Some time ago she lost her 
voice ; so that now she can only speak to people 
by writing or pointing to the letters of the alphabet, 
which are printed on a board before her somewhat 
like the keyboard of a typewriter. 

Miss Higgens became an enthusiastic member of 
the Pocket Testament League, but was not satisfied 
with merely joining it. Although she.has lost her voice 
and all her limbs she set to work to get others to join, 
and has thus far secured over a hundred members, 
In a recent letter she said : 


I was very pleased to hear from you, and to hear of the 
ood work done. ‘There hath not failed one word of all 
is good promises! God is love.’’ You prove this as you 
travel and work, and I prove it as I lie on my couch, day 
after day and year after year, and we both thank our dear 
Heavenly Father and Lord, and praise bim for all His love 
and care. I have got one hundred and six members to 
join, and encouraged a few to try and get members. I 

ave not sold very many Testaments, but have given a good 
many to those who could not get them. God has supplied 
all my need in such loving ways, and although I am suffer- 
ing much I can truly say I am happy, and my blessings are 
innumerable. Please give my love to your mother and any 
members of the Mission Party you may see. I remember 
all in prayer, With kindest regards, 

Your Friend, 
H. R. H1GGENs. 


_: In Sydney. the. League was received as enthusias- 
;fitally as in Melbourne. All the policemen in one 
station joined the League. One Sunday morning at 
Central Missiom Hall thirty-one out of thirty-six blue- 


Wherever there are human beings, there the 
Word of God as the Sword of the Spirit can cut 
deep and sure and savingly. The wonder of Mr. 
. Davis’ story increases as it girdles the world. Is 
there any reason why the marvels of Australia should 
not be repeated and bettered in your own town or 
city or village? Have you tried it? Will you try 
it? Are you not as well situated to take up the 
work as was the ‘‘ sunshine invalid,’’ Miss Higgens? 

For starting the work in a Sunday-school, see last 
week’s issue of the Times. Membership cards may 
be ordered from The Sunday School Times Co. at 
25 cents a ; illustrated Testaments con- 
taining the Pledge, cloth bound, 25c., $2.50 
a dozen, $20. a hundred. In flexible leather, fit- 
ting vest pocket or lady’s purse, 50c. In ordering, 
state whether American Revision or King James 
Version is desired. 





jackets from three warships in the harbor declared 


they would join the League by reading a chapter a 
day and carrying a Testament with them. In a 
warehouse where there were three hundred and fifty 
employees, more than two hundred and fifty of them 
were enrolled. 

Some of the most interesting members of the League 
in the Sydney district were a group of Australian ab- 
origines, living in an encampment at La Perouse, just 
outside the city. There were about seventy or eighty 
natives in the encampment, and fully one-third of 
them found Christ during the month of the Chapman- 
Alexander Mission in Sydney, . Nearly half of the 
converts among the aborigines were strong men, a 


number of whom had formerly been vicious gamblers. © 


The missionary in charge declared ‘that the change 
in them was so wonderful that it seemed like a 
dream. Although it is asserted that the Australian 
aborigine occupies the ‘lowest position in point of in- 
telligence among the races of mankind, yet these men 
seemed to be.as intelligent as some of the American 
Indians. When I visited the encampment they were 
greatly interested in the Pocket Testament League, 
and more than a score of them became members. 

There are to-day in Sydney about three hundred 
street-car men who are members of the League. 
Eighteen local secretaries have been appointed at 
the various car barns to promote the movement. 
One of the local secretaries is a depot master, who 
has five hundred men under his control. 


For the Men in Prison 


During the mission in Adelaide it was my privilege 
one morning to address the prisoners in the Yatala 
labor prison. A considerable number of the men 
enlisted. Eight months later I received from one of 
them the following letter : 

‘*You will probably remember when you visited 
this prison I was one of the men who stood up and 
declared their determination to serve Jesus. I am 
still sticking to the faith and trying to keep my prom- 
ise. Iam doing a long sentence—fifteen years. It 
is a hard struggle at times to keep believing. I sin- 
cerely hope that your mission is still prospering, and 
will continue to do so, and that wherever you go you 
will not forget the poor prisoners in the jails, be- 
cause I think-they need your help and prayers more 
than others. I do hope sincerely that I shall meet 
you again, both in this world and in the world to 
come, And my earnest prayer is our farewell hymn 
at your visit here. ‘God be with you till we meet 
again.’ ? 

A few months after the Mission in Adelaide con- 
cluded, Mr. R. H. Whige, who became president of 
the Pocket Testament League for South Australia, and 
who is manager of one of the largest manufacturing 
establishments in that state, presented.a copy of the 
New Testament to each of his employees, thus setting 
an inspiring example to other employers throughout 
the world. 

During the. Chapman-Alexander Missions in Bris- 
bane, Adelaide, and Ballarat great. numbers of ‘boys 
joined the League. Recently F received the following 


letter from one of the pastors residing near the 
city : 

«Since you were with us a group of New Testament 
League boys have gathered here every Friday evening 
for the study of the Word and for prayer. There is 


nothing formal in our gathering; the boys are at_ 


home, and I am able to speak to them in a conversa- 
tional way, eliciting questions and answers, They 
are all loyal to the vow they took, and read their New 
Testament every day. The League spreads. I was 
away in the western district of Victoria on Sunday 
last, and was pleased to learn that several have joined 
there. _ I had an opportunity to advocate it, for which 
I felt grateful."’ 

One boy in Ballarat sat down and wrote half a 
dozen letters to his friends, urging them to join the 
League. He at length succeeded in inducing his 
aunt and five cousins to enlist. 

The League is making splendid progress throughout 
the Commonwealth, and six months after the first mem- 
ber was secured Miss Ada M. Shum, the enthusiastic 
general secretary for Australia, compiled the following 
extracts from letters she had received: 

‘‘I wish I could reproduce the letters that come 
from local secretaries of the League, and from mem- 
bers new and old. They make wonderfully interest- 
ing reading, and bear abundant testimony to the:last- 


- ing value of the movement. Almost every post brings 


some news of new members, some story of some one 
who has found help and blessing through the daily 
study of his Testament or some query from one who 
wishes to join the ranks. News of the League has 
penetrated to.the farthest corner of Australia and.New 
Zealand, and queries are constantly arising from all 
sorts of unexpected places and out-of-the-way places 
that, though the writer has lived ail her life in‘ Aus- 
tralia, she did not know were on, the map, 


Only Waiting to Be Asked 


‘¢In Ballarat under the energetic oversight of Mr. 
R. Tribe, secretary of the Y. M. C. A., the League 
has grown apace, and more than a thousand Ballarat 
people have been enrolled. Mr. Tribe tells of a 
meeting of two hundred boys at which he was present 
the other day. He asked how many of them belonged 
to the League, and at once a hundred and ninety-six 
boys produced their Testaments and held them aloft. 

‘«It is impossible to quote a fraction of the interest- 
ing letters received, but this note from Miss Annie 
Balfour must be included; ‘What has struck: me 
most in connection with the Pocket Testament League 
has been the willingness, and in many cases eagerness, 
with which people of all ages and classes ‘joined, and 
promised to carry out the two conditions of reading 
and carrying the Word of God. 

«¢ «One man whom I asked to join, thinking he was 
not particularly interested in such things, surprised 
me by agreeing at once and saying, ‘‘Oh, ves, I will 
join that. My mother always carried a Testament 
about with her."’ Two months afterwards I asked 
him how he was getting on with it, and he said, 
‘* Why, I wouldn’t miss my chapter for anything. I 
tackle it first thing in the morning, and it helps me.’’ 

‘««In one factory forty girls have joined and they 
say after a fortnight's trial that it has already helped 
them. _ A young men’s Bible class took it up enthusi- 
astically. In the church of which I am secretary for 
the League about a hundred and twenty have joined, 
and one girl who works in a dressmaking biish- 
ment has induced sixteen of her companions in’ the 
same business to join, and they in turn are. getting 
their brothers to become members.’ "’ 

In the South Sea Islands the movement has found 


the same favor as elsewhere. The names of sixty. 


members have recently been received from Pentecost 
Island, one of the New Hebrides group. The names 
of some of these far-distant members are an interest- 
ing combination of Scriptural and native terminology: 
Luke Tabyvaroo, Johnny Mileivo, Moses Tomasses, 
Martha Tabyrook, Sarah Monysungwood, Paul Mu- 
latto, and Timothy Tabycame. 

There are also members in the Fiji and Samoan 
Islands ; the wife of the mayor of Thursday Island 
become secretary for the movement in that commu- 
nity, and thus the Pocket Testament League is daily 

‘spreading throughout the lands of the Southern Cross, 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
ferences paragraph b ber, 
Pera Arena a x eg is issue o! the Times.} 
Getting Started in Class 
N AN Ohio town about three months , accord- 
ing to a press oom a fifteen-year-old boy stood 
well by his’ father’s 
bravery. His father was the sheriff. Some ten 


prisoners attempted to escape from the county jail. 


As they made a rush for liberty the sheriff attempted 
to stop them and was struck down by an iron bar. 


His two sons were with him, and the youuger one, 


catching up an empty rifle, halted six of the convicts, 
and, standing over his father’s senseless body, held 
them at bay until help came. With every chance of 
losing his own life, and with his father possibly dead 
before him, the boy quietly lived out his father’s ex- 
ample and teaching, and made his father’s past a 
success. Whether he lived or died for it, he was in 
good business just then. His father’s work was not 
tinished, but his father had laid it down; and the boy 
took it up and carried it forward at the risk of his life. 


The Teaching of the Lesson 


Eijan’s Carger.—Elijah’s life was coming to an 
end, and,’ to become a completed success, his work 
must be carried forward by some successor.- But be- 
fore we come to that, this is a good hee for a 
brief review of his life. - A full month we have spent 
with him. Get the class to give their impressions of 
the man and of his life-work. What do they like 
best in him? What least? What was the greatest 
thing he ever did? What the hardest? hy did 
God work such spectacular miracles through him? 
On the unique greatness of Elijah, see Mr. Ross’ 6th 
paragraph. ) yseeo hints in review of his life are 
given in Miss Lovett’s 2d paragraph. A ‘board map” 
1st paragraph. 

Hero-—Worsuir.— Here seemingly interrupt the 
lesson by asking different pupils whom they admire 
most as their favorite hero—in- history or fiction or 
present-day life. Draw them out on this as much as 
possible ; whenever any such hero is mentioned, ask 
the why of the choice, and insist on getting a pretty 
full, thoughtful answer. Then point out that hero- 
worship is one of the greatest things in life; no one 
ever amounted to anything who was. not a hero- 
worshiper.. To accomplish anything, to get any- 
where, we must find an ideal or goal in some /ife 
and pattern our life after it,—even if we keep chang- 
ing our heroes and getting new and better ones. 
And it makes all the difference in the world what 
particular hero we choose. See what the class thinks 
of Mr. Ridgway’s prescription for a business success, 
on the hero-worship plan, in his 3d paragraph. We 
must keep close to one whom we would succeed (Miss 
Lovett’s 5th paragraph). 

Elisha was a hero-worshiper; he chose the man who 
chose him. He was living for Elijah now : no other 
purpose but to serve and helphim. This last jour- 
ney that they took together is outlined in Professor 
Beecher’s comment on verses 1-2. The love of the 
two men is strongly suggested in Mr. Ross’ 5th para- 
graph. The meanings of Elijah’s words to Elisha, 
and Elisha’s to the sons of the prophets, are explained 
by Professor Beecher’s comments on verses I-2, 3. 

Tue MEANING OF ELIjJAH’s ASCENSION.—Elisha’s 
whole ambition, after Elijah should be beyond his 
further help, was to serve God as Elijah had done, 
by carrying forward Elijah’s work. He wanted to 
make Elijah’s past a success. He knew that he must 
have Elijah’s spirit to do this,—and that was God’s 
Spirit. His request of Elijah, for this, is explained 
in Dr. Mackie’s last paragraph, and is touched upon 
by Professor Beecher, on verses 7-10. Ask the class 
this question (suggested by Dr. Sanders): Was the 
translation of Elijah chiefly on Elijah’s account, or 
Elisha’s ? Was it an Elijah story or an Elisha story ? 

This raises the whole interesting question, why did 
God have it so? A safeguard against idolatrous 
worship, suggests Mr. Ross in his 4th paragraph. Go 
back to the question, why did Elijah set the seem- 
ingly strange condition upon answering Elisha’s last 
request? Ligltis given on this in Professor Beecher's 
comment on verses 7-10, Mr. Ross's 5th paragraph, 
and Dr. Sanders’ 9th paragraph. The thought seems 
to be, that Elisha must keep so close to Elijah that 
the spiritual realities of God’s dealings with the older 
man, whose work was closing, could be seen’ by the 
younger man who hoped to go on with that work. It 
was as though Elijah said: ‘If. you keep close 
enough to me to see God’s special dealings with me, 

ou can have God’s special dealings with you.” The 
act that Elisha was privileged to see Elijah’s trans- 
lation—a mysterious, spiritual event—was God's 





record in duty-doing and 


2 Kings 2: 1-18. Commit verses 11, 12 


Read 2 Kings 1, 2 


1 And it came to when Jehovah would take up Elijah 
by a whirlwind into heaven, that Elijah went with Elisha from 
Gilgal. 2 And Elijah said unto Elisha, ‘T: here, I pray 
thee ; for Jehovah hath sent me as far as Beth-el And Elisha 
said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee. So they went down to Beth-el. And the sons of the 
prophets that were at Beth-el came forth to Elisha, and said 
unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy mas- 
ter from thy head to-day? And he said, Yea, I know it; hold 

e your peace. 4 And Elijah said unto him, Elistia, tarry 

ere, I pray thee ; for Jehovah hath sent me to Jericho. And 
he said, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not 
leave thee,’ So they came to Jericho, 5 And the sons of the 
prophets that were at Jericho came near to Elisha, and said 
unto him, Knowest thou that Jehovah will take away thy mas- 
ter from thy head to-day? And he answered, Yea, I know it ; 
hold ye your peace. 6 And Elijah said unto him, T here, 
U pray thee ; for Jehovah hath sent me tothe Jordan. And he 

d, As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee.* And they two went on. 7 And fifty men of the sons of 
the prophets went, and stood over against them afar off: and 
they two stood by the Jordan. 8 And Elijah took his mantle, 
an wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they were 
divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry 
ground. - 9 And it came to pass, ' when they were gone over, 
that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what I shall do for thee, be- 
fore I am taken from thee. And Elisha said, I pray thee, let 
2 a double portion of thy spirit be upon me. 10 And he said, 
‘Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thou see me 
when I am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if 
not, it shall not be so. 11 And it came to pass, as they still 
went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared *a chariot 
of fire, and horses of fire, which parted them both asunder ; 
and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 


1 Or, as they went *% That is, the portion of the first-born. See Dt. 
21.17. % Or, chariots 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Why were the Jordan banks a fitting place for this 
event? (Sanders, 7.) 

Would the whirlwind allusion have any special signifi- 
cance to Orientals? (Mackie, 1.) 

Where do we next meet Elijah after his translation? 
(Ridgway, last paragraph.) 

How may we contrast the two men? (Lovett, 4; San- 
ders, 11, 12.) 

Verse 1.—Where was Gilgal? (Beecher.) 

Verses 2, 4, 6.—What was Jehovah’s purpose in sending 
Elijah to Bethel, Jericho, and the Jordan? Why did Eli- 
jah ask Elisha to remain behind, and why was Elisha so 
anxious to accompany Elijah? Was Elisha wrong in re- 
fusing Elijah’s command? (Beecher; Ross, 5; Ridgway, 
2; Sanders, 7.) 

Verses 3, 5.—Who were the sons of the prophets? How 
did they know that Elijah was to be taken away that day? 
Did Elisha’s answer to them indicate impatience, and if so 
what was the cause of it? (Beecher; ‘Thomson, page 79 in 
this issue ; Ross, 3.) 

Verse 8.—Why was this miracle needed? (Beecher.) 

Verse 9.—Did Elijah believe that whatever Elisha should 
ask would be given? Just what did Elisha: mean by his 
request? (Beecher; Pierson, 2; Ridgway, 4; Sanders, 8.) 

Verse 10,— Why did Elijah set this condition? (Pilot, 6; 
Sanders, 9.) 

Verse 12,—What was the meaning of Elisha’s cry? 
(Beecher.) 








ledge to Elisha that His Spirit was granted to him : 
oe could see the heavenly realities. 

And the ascension had a great lesson, Mr. Ross 
points out (in his first, and last two paragraphs), in 
showing that the mystical and the practical are abso- 
lutely inseparable. The most practical man in the 
world, the man who ‘‘does things” that most defin- 
itely and powerfully affect this present-day, material 


. world, is the man to whom the ot neg presence of 
h 


the Spirit of God, and of Jesus Christ as constitutin 
his whole veritable life and power, are most vivid ons | 
dominant. Moreover, it was a lesson in immortality: 
‘*God's friends do not die." Several effective illus- 
trations of this last truth, and of the practical mean- 
ing of ‘‘ walking with God,” are given in the Illustra- 
tion Round-Table (3d, 4th, and 5th paragraphs). 

We must be hero-worshipers. And; sooner or later, 
we must find that there is only one all-satisfying hero 
to pattern after, and to keep close to, and to work for: 
and that is our Saviour, Jesus Christ. How can we 
keep close to him? How can we know him,better— 
infinitely better than we do yet? Is he as real to us 
as he ought to be? To answer these questions in a 
satisfying way, the writer earnestly recommends 
every teacher’s giving each pupil, with this lesson, a 
very remarkable little book by John R. Mott, on 
‘* How Make Jesus Christ Real.” (It can be had from 
the Y. M. C. A, Press, 124 East 28th St., New York, 
at 5 cents). 


LESSON 10. MARCH 5. ELIJAH GOES UP BY A WHIRLWIND INTO ‘HEAVEN 


Golden Text: Enoch walked with God: and he was not; for God took him.—Genesis § : 24 





The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Willis J, Beecher, D.D. 


E FOUND that the last lesson, counting by, 
vernal years, peony belongs to the twen- 
tieth year of Ahab, the fifth year of Shalnmran- 

ezer II, king of Assyria, ‘The following years were 
eventful. 

The sixth year of Shalmanezer Ahab associated. 
his son Ahaziah with him on the throne, Ahab was 
one of the allies under Benhadad whom Shalmanezer 
defeated after the middle of that year. 

In his seventh year Shalmanezer was fighting on: 
the Tigris. Ahab and Benhadad, released from 
pressure, fought one another, and Ahab was slain 
(1 Kings 22), Later in the year Ahaziah died from 
an injury, and Joram became king (2 Kings 1). 

The eighth year of Shalmanezer he was fighting in 
Babylonia. | amet and Jehoshaphat reconquered 
Moab (2 Kings 3). The tenth year of Shalmanezer 
he again defeated the Benhadad coalition. 

He defeated it again in his eleventh year. ‘The 
northern regions became agriculturally untenable, 
and the Shunammite woman went to the land of the 
Philistines (2 Kings 8). Jehoram of Judah forcibly 
established himself as coregnant with Jehoshaphat 
(2 Kings 8 : 16-24; 2 Chron. 21). This is the prob- 
able date of Elijah's translation, goo B.C. or 849 B.C. 
Just before his departure he wrote a letter of rebuke 
to Jehoram (2 Chron. a1 : 12 ff.). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 
Verses 1-2.—Elijah went with Elisha: During 
the years since Elisha became the ‘‘ minister” of 
Elijah (1 Kings 19 : 21), thetwo have not been always 
together (1 Kings 21; 2 Kings 1 and 3: 11 ff.), but we 
may be sure that Elisha was on hand whenever Eli- 
jah needed him.—From Gilgal; In the interest of 
this and other passages it is usual, and is not diffi- 
cult, to locate Gilgals wherever they are needed in the 
hill country. ‘This one would be not far from Bethel, 
and on a higher level, since they ‘‘ went down” to 
Bethel. My own idea, however, is that they started 
from the well-known Gilgal in the Jordan valley to 
make a tour of supervision among the communities 
of the ‘‘ sons of the prophets,” going perhaps as far 
as Carmel. The narrator begins to give details when, 
on their return, they have reached a point near 
Bethel. Elijah has now become very infirm. Elisha 
goes with him, partly to assist in the work, and 
artly to take care of him.—7arry here, etc.: There 
is lack of good blood to nourish the worn brain; he 
feels a strange impulse that leads him to wish to get 
rid of his companion, just as he had done at Beer- 
sheba (1 Kings 19 : 3).—/ehovah hath sent me: One 
idea remains clear—that of going wherever Jehovah 
may send him.—/ w/7// not leave thee: ‘The time has 
come for Elisha to take the responsibility. 

Verse 3.—7Zhe sons of the prophets : Communities 
of men organized in various localities in northern 
Israel, for roe the ideas and reforms which 
Elijah and Elisha represented.—7hat Jehovah will 
take away thy master: They saw that Elijah was 
failing, and would not last long.— 70-day - it is not 
necessary to take the word in the strictest sense. 
The time spent at. the communities at Bethel and 
Jericho may have been a few minutes or a few hours 
or a few days each.—/ know it, hold ye your peace: 
Their question necessarily suggested Plisha’s suc- 
cession to the leadership ; he is unwilling to have 
that talked about at present. 

Verses 7-10.—fifly men... stood... afar of 
Their sympathetic feeling for their departing leader 
was tempered with awe.— 700k “Ais mantle, etc.: His 
weakness and confusion are gone, and he is himself 
again. By his act he places emphasis upon the pass- 
ing of the mantle and the authority symbolized by it 
to Elisha.—Ask... before I am taken from thee: 
He is no longer anxious to get rid of his companion. 
And he is conscious that he has a final prophetic 
message for him.—A double portion: Not ascrimped, 
barely-enough endowment, but one that is full and 
ae spirit: He will now have Elijah’s 
work to do, and he ig conscious that-he cannot do it 
without the Spirit of Jehovah (1 Kings 18:12; 2 
Kings 2: 16, and the whole narrative) which has in- 
spired Elijah. He hopes to receive the Spirit through 
the intercessory prayer of Elijah. 

Verses 11-12.—Chariots of fire: So correctly the 
margin of the revised versions. The correct picture _ 
is not of Elijah in a chariot, but in the midst of a 
squadron of chariots.—My father... the chariots of 
Israel, etc.: Elijah had been the strong defense of 
Israel spiritually, and perhaps temporally. 

Verses 15-18.—Bowed themselves: Acknowledging 
him as leader in succession to Elijah. 


Ausurn, N. Y. 
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The Ascension of Elijah 
By the Rev. G. A. Johnson Ross 


E HAVE seen what passion of moral zeal dwelt 
in Elijah’s heart, what a tower of strength he 
was to the cause of civil liberties. We have 

seen also how intense and intimate was his life of 
communion with God: it is in this precisely that his 
greatness consists: that he so perfectly combined the 
ethical and the mystical. 

We are now to look on at the consummation of his 
life of communion, But our.eyes fail us because of 


the blinding light. It is hard to detain and express | 
the spiritual truths with which the rhythmic poetry of 
his laden. Yet it is 


the story of the guaetes of Eli 
in these spiritual truths that the true wonder of the 
story lies. Let us follow the guidance of the facts 
themselves. 

It is + my: to begin with, that Elijah had come to 
be held in almost superstitious reverence by his 
younger colleagues of the prophetic guild. ‘The com- 
manding personality, great because of the truths it 
stood for, which had awed King and people, towered 
still greater on a nearer view. In his later 
vears Elijah had apparently ceased to stand aloof 
from men and h eu much with the younger 
prophets or students of the holy ministry; and he in- 

red in them a fascinated awe. Noone whoknows 
students will see any miracle in the spreading of a 

monition of the master’s death.. The shudder of 
he coming parting would spread throughout the col- 
leges with the force of an instantaneous shock: for 
these young prophets’ awe was almost idolatry. 

And just here may we not have the first hint of a 
reason for the strange manner of Elijah’s passing? 
When a messenger of God brings to men a message 
that burns, men are apt to worship the messenger 
rather than his Lord. Listen to this even from the 
soaring John himself, than whom there never was a 
more ardent monotheist—‘‘I fell down to worship at 
the feet of the angel which shewed me these things. 
Then saith he unto me, See thou do it not: for I am 
thy fellow servant and of thy brethren the prophets 

ne Mp aes, God.” If aSt. John lasped for a mo- 
ment from his monotheism, how much more might the 
a preter and people of Elijah’s day have so lapsed ? 

If then Elijah’s sepulchre had been amongst the 
people, might it not have become an idolatrous 
shrine,—and soa fool’s cap be set on all Elijah’s 
work? Moses, Elijah, Isaiah, Paul: these are the 
four greatest pillars of monotheism; and ‘‘no.man 
knoweth of their sepuichres untothisday.” Remem- 
bering what has been ‘made of the tombs of great 
men, we may guess perhaps one reason why the 
oe og remain unknown where rest these servants of 


But is is plain that Elijah was not reverenced only 
but dearly loved. What a picture of loving minis- 
trant fidelity is the clinging Elisha, who had left all 
and followed the great prophet, and now as the end 
draws near longs og to serve to the last in filial de- 
votion! How this love must have comforted tlfe 

rophet of fire who *‘ without stay of father or of son” 
ba done his earlier work ‘‘lone on the land”! And 
Elijah must have returned the love of the younger 
man. For when all was over, it is an orphaned cry 
that bursts from Elisha’s heart, ‘‘My father, my 
father!" For the country at large, Elisha knew the 
loss of Elijah was worse than the loss of an army: 
but for himself it was a loss more intimate and per- 
sonal,—the loss of a father. It was this great love 
that gave Elisha courage to be near at the mysterious 
end and so have fall upon him the spirit of his friend. 
Loving obedience is ever the pathway to new insight 
and spiritual power. 

“It is wiser,” says a great scholar speaking of 
Jesus’ Transfiguration, ‘‘to seek for the meaning of 
the eveut than to frame guesses as to the manner of 
it.” What happened at Elijah’s passing we do not 
know, and many per deductions from the story 
are unwarranted by Scripture: the story must have 
come from Elisha himself, for there was no other 
spectator, and Elisha’s language is figurative. It is 
enough to know that Elisha received a ye | assur- 
ance that’ God’s friends do not die: Elijah had walked 
with God: he was not: for God had taken him home. 
It was —- the one vital truth which had been no 
part of Elijah’s “burden” while on earth, for these 
were early days for the unfolding of immortality. 
But with this, the round of vital truth which Elijah 
had restored and vivified was complete: now it re- 
mained for Elisha and after him the literary prophets 
to apply and enforce these truths. And when these 
had done their work, drawing out the implicates of 
what Elijah had taught both of old and new, prophecy 
ceased; until he should come who in his own person 
should show the fulfilment of all the prophets had 
spoken. So far, then, as both restoring of old truths 
and what we should call ‘‘ original work’’ were con- 
cerned, Elijah is thus the real forerunner of Messiah, 
And so his return is waited for among the Jews unto 
this day: they do not see that in John the Baptist the 
message and power that burned in Elijah came alive 
again as he pointed to Jesus as the Christ. 

The passing of Elijah, then, is the assurance of the 
taking-up of the man and his work into the agelong 
purpose of God: and for us the assurance,—now made 
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so infinitely surer by the resurrection of our Lord 
soe Christ—that the issue of intimacy with God 
ere is in unbroken, eternal life: For ‘‘God is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living.” Let us say 
it over often to ourselves—‘: God’s friends do not 
die.” -He that liveth and believeth on Me shall never 
die. Believest thou this?” 
Bryn Mawey, Pa. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights — 
By George M. Mackie, D.D 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


W* EN /ehovah would take up Elijah by a 
whirlwind (v. 1). To Hebrew readers the 
allusion to a whirlwind would present to their 

minds a phenomenon with which they were familiar, 

and which in the folk-lore of the country is often as- 
sociated with supernatural power. In the dry sum- 
mer season tall columns of dust occasionally start up 
and pass swiftly over the plain for a short distance 


with a Swaying, swirling motion, and then break up 


and disappear as rapesy as they had formed. Super- 
stition attributes them to the ghouls or genii that 
have for the moment assumed that visible form. 

As Jehovah liveth, and as thy soul liveth (x. 2). 
Such aa oath for confirmation was supposed to end 
all controversy. The Arabic equivalent, ‘‘ By the 


life of God, by the life of your soul,” is in daily use” 


among Orientals. 
Stood over against them afar off (v. 7). Owing 


to the clearness of the atmosphere in Palestine the. 


reference to distance does not carry the suggestion 
of obscurity and indistinctness that it would in Eng- 
lish and American landscape. ‘The watchers wodlt 
see everything without intruding their presence, 


Ask what I shall do for thee, before 1 am taken 
Srom thee (v. ?). The ancient custom originating in 
the dangers of travel required that before setting out 


the traveler should present gifts to his family and 
to those dependenton him. In Elijah’s case this had 
the nore solemn meaning of a will made in the near 
prospect of death. The portion asked for was that 
of the first-born on whom was to rest in all likelihood 
the responsibility of bearing the family name, and of 
defending its rights and reputation. 


, ety Hoa 
* < “Sticcessar's to the Prophets 
The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


OW often we see the sign, ‘‘ James Smith, suc- 
cessor to John Brown,” and the more impor- 
tant name in large letters. The prophet’s 

life was not an easy one—wandering up and down 
the country, clad in a rough skin mantle, hated and 
threatened by king and queen, by princes and false 
priests and prophets, wearied and discouraged by 
apparent failure. He must go, and his work was 
not done ; who was to be his successor ? 

It was a bold request that Elisha made. He hada 
great opportunity when God’s representative asked 
what he wanted. What would you have asked? In 
spite of its hardships and difficulties, Elisha wanted 
to carry on the old prophet’s work. He cared not 
for wealth or comfort or honors, but his heart was 
set on being God’s representative among a people 
who needed him. This work he could not do with- 
out the spirit and power that rested on Elijah—and 
he asked for the double portion of inhéritance. 

There is no greater work, no higher honor, than 
that of prophet of the most high God. Those who 
do the work in the spirit and power of Elijah are 
feared by evil-doers and revered by those who love 
God. hen one passes away it seems that none 
can take his place, but God calls the successors and 
endues them with power, as Patteson succeeded Sel- 
wyn, as Clough succeeded Jewett, as Pilkington suc- 
ceeded Mackay, as Hadley succeeded McAuley. 

Can we become the successors of the prophets ? 
God is ready and anxious to give the power to those 
who are prepared to use it rightly. (1) We must be 
prepared to go the way the prophets go; (2) we 
must desire this Spirit above all else; (3) we must 
follow directions with implicit faith and obedience— 
not for our own sake, but for God’s sake. 

Cau all be successors of Elijah? Vastly ater 

rivilege than that,—we may be successors of Christ! 

is promise is of * ater works” than his; a 
seni of the Spirit because he went to the Father. 

hen qonee ascended his work was not finished ; it 
was only begun. The work has been left to us, and 
also the power—but only on condition that that power 
is used, not for ourselves, but to carry on his work. 
There may be hardship and opposition, there may 
be persecution and disappointment, but there will be 
POWER. The sign that men have the Spirit and 
powcr of Christ is that they are doing his work—the 
seeking and the saving of the lost. That work is 
not yet finished. Would you be a successor to the 
prophets? Bea Christ man. 


Brook.yn, N,. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


When the Whistle Blows.— When Jehovah would 
take up Elijah (v.1). Elijah was a fire-yman. Fire 
dropped for him at Carmel, fire flashed for him at 
Horeb, of fire was the — he took his last ride in, 
This was 1 ago when -had to dothings differ- 
ven When Jesus came he did not Sperove of fire 
methods (Luke g: 51-55). Not when Elijah would go, 
but ‘when Jehovah would take.” God knows when 
our work is done just as well as the foreman does. 
‘God times things. The bee and the blossom always 
connect. Ira Burns was just thinking Sunday-school 
-~when I asked him to come. ‘ peak of angels and 
they are sure to appear,” is the world’s wayof putting 
the truth, Obey all good impulses and go. Panam 
may meet you on the way. Many gw fellow has 
been ‘‘taken up” because he obeyed the good im- 
pulse and ‘* drop in.” Ask any mission worker. to 
give Lv a list of examples—maybe you're the fellow 

imself ! 


i On.—As thy soul liveth, I will not leave 
thee (v. 2). Ruth and Naomi (Ruth 1: 16). Boys 
have an expression I like. A boy would say, ‘‘ Elisha 
hungto him.” That expresses real friendship. Eli- 
jah never wanted Elisha with him as badly as now. 

as simply testing him. Weighing his successor. 
The “old man” often tries youin the same way. ‘‘Oh, 
don’t trouble yourself,” he says, but if you are 
metal you will insist on troubling yourself. ‘' Yes, sir, 
but | will,” is your answer, and you score. The Book , 
likes perseverance, Heaven likes perseverance, and _ 
man likes perseverancé. ‘The fellow who never lets 
go, who ‘‘hangs on through thick and thin,” is the 
one who gets the good things (Eccles. 7 : 18). 


The Way Up.— And they two went on (v.6). Elisha 
hung on. ompanionship is magnetic. We get 
charged with the same spirit as those we are next to. 
Jesus the best ever (John 15:5). If I were a young 
man I would become an expert stenographer. Mid-~ 
night oil would doit. I would then select a big good 
man in a high place and make him employ me. 
What service I would give him! I would keep right . 
next his mind. I would study him and absorb him. | 
As near as I could I would train to be the ‘old man” 
and know his business. In a little while he would 
discover me and cease the tiresome dictating. ‘‘ Ridg- 
way, here’s Jones again, you write. him,—you know 
what to say.” Hundreds of Présidetits and ‘‘Ran-. ; 
ners” of this and that are hungry for that kind of an = 
office help. The-.step up js inevitablé. That was — 
Mr. Cortelyou’s way up. That was*Mr. McCall's, 
President of Philadelphia Electric Company, way up. 
Mr. Hubbard tells this of Mr. Carnegie : Thomas 
Scott was Superintendent of the Pennsylvania Rail- 
road and twenty-year-old Andy Carnegie was his 
private secretary. There were no typewriters in 
those days. ‘*I know what. you are working for,” 
once said Scott to his secretary. ‘‘ You want my 
job.” ‘*And I'll have it sure as life,” replied Andy 
as he went right along with his work. ‘‘ You cer- 
tainly will,” said Scott. And it was so. And thus 
went up Andy. And thus can go up any fellow who 
lives with his mother and studies nights and the 
‘‘old man.” 


The Will.—Zet a double portion of thy spirit be 
upon me (v. 9). Oldest son’s portion. Twice as good 
as your father. The noblest sight in the world is a 
son swinging the family name to a higher level. 
New En leak farmers grew character upon the un- 
friendly hillsides.. Their sons took the hdmely vir- 
tues west and have made an empire that is the glory 
of the land. This is whya new church is built every 
working hour of the day—mostly in that western 
empire. Elijah was poor. That mantle. Such a 
mantle is about all many of our best men have to 

ass on. What Elisha had to ask must be done be- 
‘ore ne was taken. No praying to the saints. 
Spiritual blessings hard to pass down. A man can 
will his wealth, but not his virtues. A son gets his 
father’s money, but not his father’s character—and 
so ruin and misery are only a little way farther on 
(Eccles. 2 : 18, 19). 


The Second Coming.— E/ijah went up by a whirl- 
wind into heaven (v. 11) ‘As sure as death.” 
Death is not sure. Sublimest scene in the Old Tes- 
tament, and some of us think it is possible to take 

rt in a similar spectacle (1 Thess. 4 : 16, 17). 

eaven is not very far away. The Greeks discussed 
whether the soul was like a harp and its melody or 
like a boat and its rower. What is death? The 
‘*Second Coming” folks believe that it is possible we 
may see our departed loved ones to-morrow—that we 
may never go through the grave on our way to: - 
heaven. It is not a bad kind of belief. What with 
Sunday sports, the race for gold, and the millions for 
Dreadnaughts, with some other things, we can’t see 
the Millennium close ahead. We have no quarrel with 
those who do. But only please notice, this man 
going up in the chariot of heaven is the very same 
man who wanted to die under a juniper tree. The 
way with your “blues.” The next time wé see Eli- 


jah he is with Jesus (Luke g : 30). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 





LESSON FOR MARCH 5 (2 Kings 2 : 1-18) 


Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


While all ages testify to their interest 
in the Underwood stereographs, the boys 


find them attractive. A Mary- 
land pastor writes: “I am pleased with 
the stereogra in class work. They 
promote in nt interest in the lesson 


story, and induce ty in attend- 
ance. I am glad to commend their use 
among the Intermediates,” 

lessons call for thirteen 
stereographs, cost $2.17. ‘Ihe March. lessons 
by themselves call for four ste cost 
67 cents. ‘Thirteen places visited in 1910 are 
revisited in 1911, so persons already owning the 
a ee pam nr 4 = 3b 
stereographs this year, or oxdy cig: rst 
quarter. Less than four stereographs in one 
order are 20 cents each. a 85 J oe 7] 

ress or postage is prepai ers sho} 

oye to The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


AST week we saw the place where 
Elijah made himself the Lord’s es- 
man at Jezreel. Meee Me te the 

prophet fifty or sixty miles southward, to see 
the rover wt last hours on earth, 
Oar special ‘map shews a heavy V with its 
* point a 10) at Jericho, near the 
edge of the Judzan highlands. // you stand 
to-day at the spot indicated by the point of 
that V, and look southeast over the space 
included between the arms of the V, you 






































have directly before you the place where 
Elijah and Elisha spent together those last 
strange, expectant hours, At your feet you 
find some dilapidated stone-masonry of an 
aqueduct not so ancient as Elijah’s day. 
Down in front of you a piece of level ground, 
covered with weeds and scattered bushes, is 
part of the site of Jericho, The town was 
rebuilt more than once, and not on precisely 
the same ground. At the present time Jeri- 
cho people live in a village a little farther 
east; you can see the gray and whitewashed 
walls of the modern Jericho houses a mile or 
more away ahead, toward the left, sur- 
rounded by neglected, weed-grown fields 
and pastures, 

The ground where you see those houses is 
part of a large, broad level. It stretches 
away before you five or six miles, toward 
where a high wall of distant hills shows like 
a soft, hazy cloud-bank against the sky. 
The river Jordan is flowing along from left 
to right (southward) at the farther edge of 
this plain, past the foot of those hazy hills. 

This whole region was much more pros- 
perous and attractive in Elijah’s time than it 
is now. The leyel ground stretching away 
from where you stand toward the river was 
largely oecupied by grain-fields and fruit 
pe on ot But the “lay of the land ’’ was 
just the same as now. It was along an old 
highway across that very plain Elijah and 
Elisha walked together, their hearts tense 
with expectancy. They knew something 
awesome was about to happen. Apparently 
the feeling of it was in the air; even the 

oung men who were students of the Law 
ere at Jericho had become aware that a 
mighty wonder was impending. How many 
times during the long, strange suspense of 





those last hours people must have gazed off 
over this very same ground toward those 
very same hills and hazy sky, wondering, 
What will it be like? n will it come ? 
And how ? 

Me can see the place = = a 
using a stereograph entitled, ‘* Plain 
the Jordan, po ny from the ruins of 

Jericho.”’ " 


‘The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each week. An important circular ex- 
Sete, Pha acceptance of material, and the 
year's m calendar, will be sent for a two- 
cent stamp. 

The best illustrations of truth are likely to 
be those that come out of the contributors’ 
personal experience. The preference will be 
given to such illustrations, when they are 
equally acceptable in point and effectiveness. 

Better than a Dukedom.—-Znoch walked 
with God (Golden Text)... A consumptive 
disease seized the eldest son and heir of the 
Duke of Hamilton, which ended in his death. 
A little before his departure from the world 
he took his Bible from under his pillow and 
read several comforting passages, As death 
approached, he called his younger brother to 
his bedside, and after talking affectionately 
and seriously to him, closed with these words : 
**And now, Douglas, in a little while you'll 
be a duke, but I shall be a king.”"— W. R. 
Clark, Crosland Moor, Huddersfield, Eng. 
From The Sunday School School Chronicle. 

** Cross-Lots.”’— For God took him (Golden 
Text), An aged Christian was at first sad 
when he heard of the death of a little girl 
whom he greatly loved. Then suddenly his 
face grew bright, and he said : ** Why, she’s 
gone cross lots, while I am going -all around 
this long distance. -I am glad for her.’’— 
William J. Hart, D. D., Utica, N.Y. 

Walking with God.—Znoch walked with 
God (Golden Text). Professor James, in his 
book, ‘‘ Varieties of Religious Experience,’’ 
tells of a nian of forty-nine who said : *‘God 


is more real to me than any thought or thing 


or person. I feel his presence positively, 
and the more as I live in closer harmony 
with his laws as written in my body and 
mind. I féel him in the sunshine or rain ; 
and all mingled with a delicious restfulness 
most nearly describes my feelings. I talk to 
him as to a companion in prayer and praise, 
and our communion is delightful. He an- 
swers me again and again, often in words so 
clearly spoken that it seems my outer ear 
must have carried the tone, but generally in 
strong mental impressions. Usually a text 
of Scripture, unfolding some new view of 
him and his love for me, and care for my 
safety.... That he is mine and I am his 
never leaves me ; it is an abiding joy. With- 
put it life would be a blank, a desert, a 
shoreless, trackless waste.’’—/uniata Rohr- 
back, Washington, D.C. From Forward. 


“Going to Heaven?” —LZxoch walked 
with God (Golden Text), A devqnt Scotch- 
man being asked if he ever expected to go 
to heaven gave the quaint reply: ‘* Why, 
mon, I live there!’’ All the way to heaven 
is heaven begun to the Christian who walks 
near enough to God to hear the secrets he 
has to impart.—/uniata Rohrback, Wash- 
ington, D. C. From The Epworth Herald. 
The prise for this week is awarded to this 
illustration, 


In Safe Company.—Zxoch walked with 
God (Golden Text). A Christian woman 
had occasion to go across a ferry to New 
York late one night. On the boat she no- 
ticed a man watching her, who approached 
later and asked, ‘* Are you alone?’’ ‘+ No, 
sir,’’ said the lady. The man dropped be- 
hind, but the lady heard his step after her 
as she walked through the deserted street, 
and lifted her heart to God in prayer for pro- 
tection. Presently the step quickened, and 
the man was walking besideher. ‘I thought 
you said you were not alone.’’ ‘I am not, 
sir,’? was the lady’s reply. There was a 
note of sarcasm in the man’s voice as he re- 
marked, ‘‘I do not see one—who is your 
company?’’ ‘* The Lord Jesus and his holy 
angels,’? was the reply. With the briefest 
pause, the man responded, ‘‘ Madam, you 
keep too good company forme. Good even- 
ing!”’ And he raised his hat and left her 
to her better companionship:—Anna L. 
Dreyer, Tabor, Ia. From The Christian. 


The Persistent Life.—// thou see me when 
Jam taken jrom thee (v. 10). General Grant 
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in his memoirs refers to a certain general 
whom he was obliged to relieve of his com- 
mand, notwithstanding his many admirable 
qualities, simply because he was always con- 
sidering the possibilities of defeat and plan- 
ning a safe retreat, Of course such a leader 
co be nothing else than a beaten man, 
Of different stuff was that other commander 
who, in the thick of the battle, when the 
enemy was pouring in shot and shell at a 
furious rate, said to his staff through his 
tightly shut teeth, ‘* Hard pounding, gentle- 
men! Let’s:see who can pound longest !’’ 
It needs no special gift ecy to pre- 
dict the result of a conflict which is waged in 
a spirit like that.—Zdwin N. Brown, Hol- 
land, Mich. Joseph K. Wilson, D. D., in 
The Young People’s Weekly. 


% 
Lesson Home-Readings 


a under the auspices of the Sunday-school 

itorial A: m, and a ved by the Inter- 
- national Lesson Committee.) 

M.—2 Ki 1: 1-18. ‘he Experience of Aha- 
ziah with the Prophet. 

‘T.—2 Kings 2 : 1-12 . Elijah Carried into Hea- 
ven by a Whirlwind. 

W.—2 Kings 2 : 13-18. . ‘Ihe Vain Search for 
Elijah’s Body. 

T.—Gen, 5 : 21-24; Heb, 11: 1-6 . Enoch Trans- 
lated that he should not See Death. 

F.—Psa. 49 : 1-15 . God will Redeem from the 
Power of Death. 


S.—Psa. : 1-6 . 1 will not Fear the Shadow 
of Death. 

S.—2 Cor. 5 : 1-10. The House not Made with 
Hands. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—God of our 
fathers, we thank thee for the heritage we have 
from those who-have faithfully served thee. We 
thank thee that the work of those who have gone 


before us was not finished by them, but is handed | : 
oes tae 7 yn th Ve | of the business of a church, Sunday-school, 


down to us to be continued in thy strength. We 
pray that we may not drift idly through the 
day's duties, or reckon the great deeds of those 
from whom we have received fight and inspira+ 
tion as lifting any burden of devoted’ service 
from our shoulders. May we honor the past by 
improving upon ®! May we give ourselves the 
moré freely.to thy service because of the heri- 
tage we have! May the faith of our fathers find 
fuller expression in our faith and the faith of our 
— to the end of days; in Jesus’ name, 
men, 


After the Lesson.—Sometime when you 
are in the neighborhood of business places, 
take a look at the signs over the doorways. 
You may see one with two names, like this: 
Frank Barrett, successor to Henry Williams, 
What does that word successormean? Yes, 
one who follows after another, who takes up 
a work where some one else has laid it down. 
But do you know, I wonder, whether it might 
not be true that on every one of those busi- 
ness signs the word successor could fairly be 





written? You know, of course, that some | 
of these big business men talk as if they them. | 


selves have done all that has been done to 
make their business large and rich. But some 
of them look at it quite differently. In the 
great Heinz factory in Pittsburgh there are 
mottoes worked into some of the windows— 
the sayings of Mr, H. J. Heinz’s mother. 
There: they shine out day after day, bits of 
sound advice to all who read them, whether 
employees or visitors, And Mr. Heinz loves 
to talk of his parents, of whom he counts 
himself asuccessor. He has turned their ad- 
vice to good account for. thousands upon 
thousands of busy people in his employ, and 
in the founding and building of his great busi- 
ness, and in the training of his children, now 
working with him to hand on the same sound 
wisdom to others. So we, each one in his 
own place, are also successors to some one. 
We too carry on work that some one else has 
laid down, And we are trusted to do it, 
even as Elisha was trusted by Elijah. Are 
we proving worthy of that trust ? 














Here is a blank line for your name, as suc- 
cessor to some one else whose name you can 
think of forthat other blank line. Now Iam 
going to read to you a passage from the let- 
ter to the Hebrews which places upon every 
one of us a great responsibility for carrying on 
the work of others (read Heb. 11 : 39, 40). 
Yes, the great’ work of the heroes of faith 
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whose names are given in that chapter is not 

complete without us. Don’t you see, then, 

what a work we have to do, as helping to 

complete their work? Let us pray earnestly 

and think soberly about or part in the con- 

tinuing, growing work of the Kingdom. 
PHILADELPHIA, 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


**O for a closer walk with God."’ 
**'Yo thy temple I repair." 
“In heavenly love abiding."’ 
‘Glory to God on high." 
** When I can read my title clear."’ 
‘* Children of the heavenly King."’ 
‘' There is a blessed home..”’ 
‘* I'm buta stranger here."’ 

Refi in h are to the metrical 

: Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalin ot : 7-11 (184 : 7-11). 

Psalin 33 : 9-11 (68 : 4-6). 

Psalm 68 :; 15-20 (136 : I, 2). 

Psalm 43 : 2-5 (90 : I-4). 

Psalm 73 : 19-23 (151 : 1-4). 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


RACTICAL HInTs FoR TEACHERS.— 
‘The study of Elijah and Elisha work- 
ing together suggests a helpful Resson 

to all teachers, especially the Primary, When 
Elijah thought that he was doing God’s work 
all alone he became disheartened. After 
God pointed out Elisha as his helper, we do 
not read of any more discouragement, but a 
beautiful strong fellowship in the work. 
Some Primary teachers are able to teach 
large groups of children alone, but does that 
plan secure the best results? Is it not a part’ 


or department superintendent, to discover or 
develop workers? Does not the church of 
to-day suffer because ofits undeveloped mem- 
bers? It was a favorite saying of Moody’s : 
‘It is better to-_put ten’ people to work than 
to do the work of ten people.’’ Northfield, . 
Mt. Hermon and Moody Bible Institute tes- 
tify to his wisdom, by training hundreds of 
workers every year. : 

Moses helped to train _ When 
Moses was called away, Joshua was ready., , 

Elijah found in Elisha a helper who under- 
stood organization. He wasn’t trying to 
plow that field alone. There were eleven 
helpers, each with a yoke of oxen, and Eli- 
sha as overseer, or general superintendent, 
with the twelfth. The schools ofthe prophets 
were the centers where Elijah and Elisha 
trained others. 

So every primary superintendent should be 
training helpers, It is a good suggestion to 
divide the primary department into groups or 
grades, with a few children in each, under the 
care of a helper or teacher. It is unfair to a 
school, the children, or one’s self to have no- 
body ready to take up the work. Let your 
mantle of ability fall on somebody else. 

Note.—This lesson furnishes another in- 
stance of accumulative repetition, which al- 
ways renders a story strong and attractive. 
Three times Elijah says, ‘*‘ Tarry here,’’ ete. 
Three times Elisha refuses in the same 
words, Three times they meet sons of the 
prophets continually progressing toward the 
climax of the story in Elijah’s translation. 
Use Bible language. The progressive journey 
from Gilgal to Bethel, Jericho, and across the 
Jordan may be indicated on the sand-table. 

GENERAL THEME.—Right-doing pleases 
God and is rewarded. (Elijah’s upright and 
obedient life-work was, rewarded when God . 
translated him to heaven). 

Correlated Memory Passage,—Matthew 
5: 10-12. Repeat the Beatitudes about per- 
secution, noting the promise, ‘‘ Great is your 
reward in heaven.’’ 

Introduction. —One morning, not long ago, 
a man left home to go to his office. While 
waiting for a car, he talked to a friend, but 
stopped suddenly and would have fallen but 
his friend caught him. He never spoke 
again, for God had called him so suddenly to 
the heavenly home. Without any sickness 
or suffering, as he stopped talking to his 
friend on earth, he may have begun talking 
to his Father in Heaven. Doesn’t that seem 
a beautiful way to go? 

Lesson Story.—When Elijah’s life-work 
was done he went almost as suddenly. He 

( Continued on next page) 
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( Continued from preceding page) 
had been journeying with his friend and 
helper Elisha (vs. 18). 


ter they had crossed the Jordan a7 
were not far from the mountain from whic 
God took Mosesto Heaven, (Recall briefly). 


Perhaps Elijah and Elisha were thinking and 


talking about Moses or another man, 
named Enoch, whom God had called to hea- 
ven without dying. The Bible says ‘* Enoch 
walked with God, and he was not’’ for 6 og 
his friends on earth any more] ‘for G 
took him.’’ 

Elijah seemed to know that he must soon 
leave Elisha, so he said, ‘‘ Ask what I shall 
do for thee before I be taken away from 
thee.’’ It was hasd to choose. Elisha said 
to Elijah, ‘* I pray thee, let a double portion 
of thy spirit be upon me,’’ Elijah answered, 
** You have asked a hard thing, but if you see 
me when I am taken from thee, it shall be 
so.’”’? I imagine th t Elisha never took his 
eyes away from — as they walked and 
talked. Suddenly, ike horses and a chariot 
of fire, there appeared a wonderful glory, and 
a whirlwind, which parted the friends and 


carried Elijah away into heaven, (The pic- 
ture makes this very real), Like Enoch, 
**Elijah walked with God, and God took 


him.”’ 

But Elisha had seen him go, and called out, 
** My Father, my Father ! etc.,’’ and then he 
was alone. 

He picked u Elijah’s mantle and started 
back alone. hen he met the young men 
from the prophets’ school, they said, “ The 
spirit of Bii lijah does rest on Elisha,’’ so you 
see he had his wish, They sent fifty of their 
strongest young men to hunt for Elijah 
among the mountains. After three days 
they came back but they hadn’t found 
him. He was not there, for God took him. 

Then Elisha traveled back, through the 
whole country, ready to begin the work 
which Elijah had left for him to do. 

CHICAGO, ILL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett’ 


“E Ror est mort! Wave le rot | ‘The 
king is dead, 
Dorothy, who.studies French at high- 

school, translated it for us, and I explained 
the expression, To-day we have a similar 
experience. We are to say farewell to Elijah 
and welcome Elisha, his immediate successor. 
The old teacher passes away: the pupil be- 
comes in turn the new teacher. We shall 
divide our lesson into four parts for our out- 
line. (1) The Old Teacher; (2) the Pupil; 
(3) the New Teacher ; (4) New Pupils. 

Who was this old teacher? During whose 
reign did he prophesy? In which kingdom 
did he prophesy? ._For how long? What 
was his appearance? Tell me some traits 
of character that Elijah showed. Mention 
some important everts in his life. We took 
the Carmel trial, the wilderness experi- 
ences, the episode in Naboth’s vineyard, I 
spoke of his long service and explained the 
prophetical guilds <nd the final visit of the 
old teacher to these centers, Who went with 
Elijah? Ateach place, what command did he 
give to Elisha? Why do you think Elijah 
suggested that his young follower remain be- 
hind? What message had the sons of the 
prophets in each place for Elisha? What 
was his reply? Why did Elijah permit Elisha 
to go with him and not permit the others? 
What do you think of Elijah as a training 
teacher ? 

Let us now look more closely at the pupil. 
Where had the master found him? We 
read 1 Kings 19. Why did he desire to 
follow Elijah now? What does this indicate 
concerning his character? We noted that 
** Beginners ’’ are plenty, but ‘* Finishers ’’ 
are few. It is so easy to start and so hard 
to stick, When the master asks what last 
thing he might give to Elisha, what is his 
reply? I explained ‘‘double_portion.’’ 
Ww at did this choice reveal? What might 
he have asked for? What promise’ did Eli- 
jah make, however? What river had they 
crossed? How? What did Elisha see? 
What'did the master leave behind? What 
did-this mantle indicate? - Why was it left 
behind? Find four things Elisha did then. 
We noted (1). his acknowledgment of God ; 
(2) his grief at the loss of his friend ; (3) his 
taking up the mantle; and (4) putting God’s 
promise to the test. We paused to explain 
the significance of the acceptance of the 
mantle and the. responsibility and reward 
which were now Elisha’s, 


Long ‘live: ‘the’ king !- 
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Back again across the Jordan came the 
new teacher? Who is he? Who came to 
meet him? What do they wish todo? Who 
then formed Elisha’s first class? With what 
different views do their fellow-men regard 
Elijah and Elisha? I noted a few of the 
contrasts: Elisha was a man of the cities; 
Elijah, of the open country. Elisha worked 
through diplomacy; Elijah, through denun- 
-ciation. Old teacher and new teacher, al- 
though so different, were each doing God’s 
work. 

We have seen the new teacher begin his 
work wearing his master’s mantle. Wearing 
handed-down clothes is not, ordinarily, a 
pleasant experience. But this handed- 
down mantle meant handed-down work, 
Almost daily some splendid woman of our 
country or another, hands down her work- 
mantle to a younger woman, Who receives 
the honor? . Whose mantle are you going to 
wear? That belonging to some one worth 
while? If so, your name api under the 
fourth heading of our outline, ‘* New Pupils.’’ 
The new pupil must associate with and 
closely follow in the footsteps of the one you 
would succeed. Let no excuse turn you 
aside from your high pu , but be ready 
and worthy to take up the mantle in God’s 
gvod time. God never fails to find work for 
**usable’’ people. 

To our little history outline we have added 
the leaders, and now for this month we re- 
cite: Israelites, led into Egypt through 
Joseph, wandered in wilderness under A/oses, 
entered the Promised Land under Joshua; 
uniting into a kingdom under Saw/, dividin 
into Judah and Israel under Rehoboam poe | 
Jeroboam. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

For next week read again 2 Kings 2: 1-11. 
What must a girl do to be able to wear the 
mantle of work left by a great woman? 

Read 2 Kings 4: 1-8. Why didn’t the 
woman receive more oil? Find a suggestion 
for the answer in Matthew 9 : 29. 

Read 2 Kings 4: 8-16. What do you 
think was this woman’s motive ? 

Read 2 Kings 4 : 17-31.. Where had Eli- 
sha heard these words before? (2 Kings 2 : 
2, 4,6.) Did they show the same thing 
here ? 

Read 2 Kings 4 : 32-37; 
did the woman receive ? 

Read Luke 7 : 11-17.. Can you see now 
why the people in Jesus’ time expressed the 
opinion in verse 16? 

Read 2 Corinthians 9:15. Find the gift 
in Romans 6: 23. Memorize the verse, 


PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 
% 
My Class of Boys 
And One New Plan Every Week 
By Amos R. Wells 


What reward 


S you have reached the last scene in Eli- 
jah’s life, review it rapidly by passing 
over once more the various journeys he 

made. Placing the ‘‘ board map ’’ before the 
class, ask the boys where the prophet lived 
first, then where Op next appeared, and soon, 
sticking up in each place a square of paper 
bearing the initial of the place stuck on a large 
pin. Add Gilgal, Beth-el, Jericho, and the 
scene of the ascension across the Jordan, 
Then remove these place initials in the same 
order, having the class name each place, Then 
do the same thing with squares of paper bear- 
ing E’s, placing them in the right order, the 
class naming each successive locality. ‘Then 
wind a colored string from one to the other 
pin, making each journey stand out on the 
board map, the class naming each place as 
the string reaches it. 

To bring out the story of the death of 
Ahaziah, and the story of Elijah and the 
messengers, divide the class into two parts, 
and have each part in turn state a fact in the 
story, taking the facts in the order of events. 

I should have the class take their Bibles 
and read our immediate lesson, verses 3-11 
of 2 Kings 2, in the following way. You 
yourself will read all the narrative parts, how- 
ever brief. Appoint one boy to read all that 
Elijah says, and another to read all that Eli- 
sha says, while the rest are to read in con- 
cert the words of the sons of the prophets. 

Take up next the points likely not to be 
understood, such as the ‘‘ double portion,’’ 
and the ‘‘sons of the prophets.’’? Ask what 
modern institution is like the schools of the 
prophets, and talk a little about the great 
work done by theologieal seminaries and by 


( Continued on next page) 
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Try This 
On the Boy 


ready-cooked cereal, and let the 
boy make his own choice. 


Let him see Puffed Wheat and 
Puffed Rice with the rest—these 
crisp, gigantic, nut-like grains. 


You will -learn ia a moment 
what food children like best. 





We made a test like that in 
_a lunch room — conducted for 
months in the heart of New York. 


_ We served all kinds of ready- 

.,, cooked ‘cereals, all at an equal 

“. price. _ Four people in five chose 

‘Puffed Wheat and Puffed Rice— 
just as your boy will do. 


That's how we -found out. 


-Since then we have helped a 
million homes to enjoy them. 


Puffed Wheat, 10c 
Puffed Rice, I5c 


Except.in extreme West 
These are the foods shot from 


guns—the foods prepared by Prof. 


Anderson's process, with every 
starch granule exploded by steam. 


The process puffs the grains to 
eight times natural size—makes 
them four times as porous as 
bread. Yet the coats of the grain 
are unbroken. 


The result is whole-grain food 
made wholly digestible — made 
crisp and enticing—made to melt 
in the mouth. 


So many people have found 
them out, that 15,000,000 dishes 
are now served every month. 


Cut out this reminder so you 
won't forget to order a package 
to try. 





A Reminder 


to order from the grocer a package 
of Puffed Wheat or Puffed Rice. 











Made only by 
The Quaker Oats Company 
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& ( Continued from preceding page) Be 
pire , expressing the hope that 
some w cater en chief saalings. 

This Week’s Novelty.-—Finally, to 
an exercise intended to review Elijah’s life 
in its general. aspects, bringing out the rea- 
sons why he was so highly honored by-God 
in hisdeath. Make beforehand a pasteboard 
chariot, copying a picture to be found in some 
illustrated dictionary, or dictionary of the 
Bible, or dictionary of classical antiquities. 
Tell the class that it is to represent roughly 
the fiery chariots which appeared when Ehi- 
jah was taken to heaven. Distribute to the 
class ‘‘ flames,’’ which you have cut from red 
paper (white on the back), pointed like a 
willow-leaf, Also give each pupil a pencil, 

Then get the class to name one quality in 
Elijah which helped to gain for him this great 
honor from God, They are likely to name 
first his bravery, Get.them togive instances 
of it, until afl the scenes in his life which il- 
lustrate his courage have been named. ‘Then 
have one of the boys write ‘‘bravery’’ on 
his ‘‘ flame,’’ and fasten it to the outside of 
the chariot. The broad end of the ‘‘ flame’”’ 
may be already gummed, or you may have at 
hand:a ‘bottle of mucilage. Some will prefer 
to use paper fasteners of brass. _ 

Thus continue till you have brought out 
Elijah’s other characteristics, —obedience, 
straightforwardness, simplicity, self-denial, 
purity, uprightness, independence, helpful- 
eM preg ee faith, etc., each accom- 

nied by illustrations from the events we 

ave studied. Close by having the class bow 
their heads while you offer an earnest liftle 
prayer that the boys may follow in their lives 
the example of this great hero, Elijah. 

Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read 2 Kings 4 : 8-37. 
this story Luke 7: 11-17. Also compare it 
with the story of Elijah, 1 Kings 17 : 17-24. 
What qualities in both prophets are shown 
by these miracles? 

AUBURNDALE, Mass. 


< 
: The Adult Bible. Class 
By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


The Translation of Elijah and Recogni- 
tion of Elisha as His Successor 
(2 Kings 1: 1 to 2:25; 
After 851 B.C.) 


CONDUCTING THE CLASS SESSION. 


E traverse to-day the last two events 
related concerning the sturdy prophet 
of Jehovah. For several years, ap- 

parently, he had been in retirement and was 
drawn forth only by indignation at the 
course taken by the king, Ahaziah, and by 
his intimation of approaching death. 

The only important political fact recorded 
concerning the reign of Ahaziah is the revolt 
of Moab ‘‘ after the death of Ahab.’”’ Com- 
pare 3: 4,5. This revolt is testified to by 
the famous Moabite Stone, erected by 
Mesha, king of Moab, to commemorate its 
successful termination. The Stone seems to 
declare that the revolt took place in the 
middle of the reign of Ahab, but in all other 
essential particulars confirms the biblical 
details. A good translation of it is found in 
Kent’s ‘‘ Israel’s Historical and Biographical 
Narratives’’ (p. 494), or in ‘‘Kings and 
Prophets of Israel and Judah’’ (p. 39), or 
in the Standard Bible Dictionary under 
** Mesha.”’ 

The great value of the monument is not 
merely its confirmation of the essential accu- 
racy of this history we are reviewing, but its 
exhibition of the customs and ideas of the 
Moabites in their close kinship to those. 
prevalent among the Hebrews. : 

Ahaziah had a singularly humiliating 
reign. The last chapter of 1 Kings and this 
first chapter of 2 Kings record Jehoshaphat’s 
ventures in commerce, and his curt refusal 
to share them with Ahaziah, his ally and 
relative. Ahaziah probably had to yield 
Ramoth-gilead, for the war with Syria 
stopped. He lost the annual tribute of 
Moab, and was unable to reconquer that re- 
volting subject-kingdom. To cap his mis- 
fortunes he fell out of a window in the sec- 
ond story of his palace at Samaria into the 
street or courtyard below. He was so badly 
injured that he never recovered. 

What did he detérmine to do by way of 
discovering what would be the outcome of 
his illness? What made this action pecul- 
jarly outrageous for a king of Israel? 

( Continued on next page) 
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are invaluable to sufferers from chronic lung 
trouble, Bronchitis a Asthma. They are in 








or anything harmful. 
Pric 5c, 50c and $1.00, Sample free 
Th oe Boston, Mass, 











MOTHERS NEED 
Scott's Emulsion 


Many mothers have learned 
how much they needed 


Scott's Emulsion 


by taking it to show their 
ehildren that it was a sweet 
medicine. 

For thirty-five years it has 
been the best known specific 
against fatigue and enfeeble- 
ment, as well as the standard 
remedy for warding off and 
relieving colds and affec- 
tions of the throat and lungs. 
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(Continued from preceding page} 

When Elijah heard of the matter, what was 
his message to Ahaziah? How was the 

rophet identified to the king? How came 
it that Elijah was unknown to any one in 
Israel? Perhaps many would know his name 
and fear him greatly who had never seen 
him. 

The message with whieh the messengers 
of Ahaziah returned to the king aroused his 
fierce wrath. With some of his mother’s 
spirit—perhaps by her instigation—he sent a 
company of soldiers to arrest the prophet. 
What happened, according to the narrative ? 
What is our estimate of the action of the 
king and the procedure of the prophet? 
The incident is one hard to explain on pres- 
ent-day standards, Either the Elijah spirit 
was one only to be measured by the low 
moral and social standards of his day, or 
verses 9-15 are a sort of parable exhibiting 
the dread power which prophets might exer- 
cise, or the original story has been tradi- 
tionally enlarged. We must not undervalue 
the first mentioned. As late as the days of 
Calvin, men deduced from this very narra- 
tive the conclusior: that ‘‘ fire is the proper 
instrument for the punishment of heretics.’’ 
Israel in the days of Elijah'was accustomed 
to rude deeds. That the act did not outrage 
the moral sentiment of a much later age is 
shown by the appeal of two apostles to 
Jesus, not far from this same spot, which 
earned for them a rebuke and drew out from 
Jesus (see margin) an estimate of the real 
significance of Elijah’s career (Luke 9: 55). 
But how thankiul we may be for our clearer 
religious vision to-day! The majesty of the 
moral law does not have to be upheld by 
brute force, or by extraordinary occurrences. 
God may manifest himself to-day in common 
life and its homely happenings. 

The conclusion of Elijah’s life is of a piece 
with his whole career, Why was Elisha so 
determined to stay by his master? The 
latter, says George Adam Smith, felt ‘* him- 
self driven toward that border [the Jordan] 
across which he had first burst so mysteri- 
ously upon Israel and to which he had with- 
drawn while waiting for his word to accom- 

lish itself, Stage by stage he came down 
rom the high center of the land to its lowest, 
lonely, crumbling shelves. . . . Realize these 
two lonely figures, standing in that unpeo- 
pled wilderness,’’ In that final hour these 
men turned their back upon all organiza- 
tions, all means of managing human agencies 
or forces, They were alone with God and 
each other, even the representatives of reli- 
gious life being on the other bank of the river. 

For what boon did Elisha ask ? It was prob- 
ably the thought of Elisha to receive the por- 
tion of the first-born son, not to have twice 
as much as Elijah himself. He asked to be 
made worthy to succeed, 

What was to be the condition of Elisha’s 
receiving this gift?. Do you understand that 
any one else could have seen the vision, or 
that Elisha alone had the eye for such a 
vision? Probably the latter. Elisha, by 
seeing the vision, would be assured that God 
had granted him that power of seeing heav- 
enly realities (comp. 6:17) which charac- 
terized the man of God. 

Note the contrast between Elisha’s confi- 
dent assurance regarding Elijah and the 
hesitancy of the prophetic band, They 
could not comprehend what had happened. 
They had confidence in only what they 
could see. Some people are no better off 
to-day! What a blessed experience it is to 
have a spiritual vision, to see things in their 
eternal valuations! No one who is lacking 
in this power can bea prophetic leader of his 
people. 

The two anecdotes about Elisha illustrate 
the beneficence of his ministry and the stern- 
ness of which he was capable. ‘he latter 
enforces the respect due to the office and 
person of a prophet, but it grates upon our 
moral sense, like that concerning Elijah and 
Ahaziah’s captains, Perhaps we may credit 
some of the details to popular tradition. 

Think of the Elisha now. introduced to us, 
—his close sympathy with the people, his 
fitness to follow Elijah, his greater ability to 
bring results to.pass. How do we account 
for each of these ? 

Sum up the character and work of Elijah. 
What did he achieve for Israel ? 

Note in review : 

The Son of Ahab. What misfortunes did 
he crowd into his two short years ? 


Elijah’s Prediction of His Déath. For 


, what was it the fitting retribution ? 


The Translation of Elijah. Which was 
more important, the. passing of a heroic ‘life 





or the dawn of a useful one? that is, is it an 
Elijah or an Elisha story? 

What Elisha Valued. Did he set his 
heart on the best things ? 


Books THAT MAy BE UseEp. 


For the scene at the Jordan see George 
Adam Smith’s interpretation iri ‘* Historical 
Geography ’’ (pp. 493-495), or ° Stanley’s 
words in ‘* History of the — Church” 
(Vol. II, 272-277). As a fine summary of 
the character of Elijah see McFadyen’s 
** Messages of the Historians ’’ (pp. 199-201). 
Matheson’s ‘‘ Representative Men of the 
Bible’’ (chap, 15, ‘* Elijah the Impulsive’’) 
is interesting as a study, but inconclusive. 
The contrast drawn by Dr, Dods in ‘* Bibli- 
cal Character Sketches”? (pp. 78-91) is a 
very helpful one, On these two chapters a 
classical series of comments is found in Mil- 
ligan’s ‘** Elijah : His Life and Times ”’ (pp. 
119-175). Milligan’s summing up of the 
significance of the great prophet’s life (pp. 
180-191) is very fine. Read what any 
‘** History of Israel’’ or any Dictionary of 
the Bible has to say about Elijah and his 
career. 


Daily Home Work on the Next Lesson 
The lesson for March 12 is 2 Kings 3, 4. 
Monday.—Read 2 Kings 3: 1-12, the 

joint expedition against Moab. How nat- 
ural it was for Jehoshaphat to seek to know 
Jehovah’s will regarding what he was about 
to do, 

Tuesday.— Read 2 Kings 3 : 13-27. How 
the passage brings out the barbarities of an- 
cient warfare. Perhaps the final deed of 
horror awakened thé conscience of Israel. 

Wednesday.—Read 2 Kings 4: 1-7, the 
miraculous increase of the poor widow’s oil. 

Thursday.— Read 2 Kings 4: 8-16, Elisha 
and the lady of Shunem. What a beautiful 
spirit of generous reverence she showed ! 

Friday.— Read 2 Kings 4 : 17-37. ‘The 
death of her child and his restoration. Think 
of the picture of prosperous village life in 
Israel, 

Saturday.—Read 2 Kings 4 : 38-44, the 
soups rendered harmless and the multiplica- 
tion of the farmer’s gift. 

Sunday.—Read Matthew 11 : 7-11, a 
greater than Elisha. Abnormal powers are 
impressive only as they accompany spiritual 
revelations. 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 










AMERICAN 
STANDARD 
BIBLE 


At Cincirnati, on October 19, 1910, 
the General Convention of the 


Protestant 
Episcopal Church 


adopted a resolution in favor of 
the permissive use of the Revised Version. 

‘The American Standard Bible is 
used as the basis for the comments on the 
International School Lessons 





in the publications of the following great de- 
nominations : Congregationalists, Presby- 
terians, Methodists, Baptists, United Pres- 
byterians, United Brethren, The Brethren, 
Reformed Church, Church of Disciples, U ni- 
versalisis, Lutherans, Evangelical Church. 

It is the standard text book used in 
41 universities, “4 theological seminaries, 68 
colleges, and the Young Men's Christian 
Association. 

We have the most complete line of 
Bibles in existence, Text, Reference, Con- 
cordance, Scholars’, Teachers’, and Pulpit 
Editions, and Testaments, and Psalms, in 
all sizes of type, all styles of binding, and 
can supply a Bible or Testament to suit 
any one, young or old. 


Wee acto Dy oft beeing, Destiaatiars. Prices from 35 
cents up. Send for booklet and price list to 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
381 A FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


THE OLD TESTAMENT 
NARRATIVE 


From Genesis to the Maccabees, rearranged 
in chronological order from thé King James 
Version by Alfred D. Sheffield. With notes 
and illustrations, $1.50 et, Postage 13 
cents, 


Houghton Mifllin Co., 4 Park St., Boston 




















Heredity 
Can Be Overcome in Cases 


The influence of heredity cannot, of 
course, be successfully disputed, but it 
can be minimized or entirely overcome 
in some cases by correct food and drink. 
A Conn. lady says : 

‘For years while I was a coffee drinker 
I suffered from bilious attacks of great 
severity, from which I used to emerge as 
white as a ghost and very weak. Our 
family physician gave me various pre- 
scriptions for improving the digestion 
and stimulating:the liver, which | tried 
faithfully but without perceptible result. 

‘*He was acquainted with my family 
history for several generations back, 
and once when I visited him he said : 
‘If you have inherited one of those 
torpid livers you may always suffer 
more or less from its inaction. Wecan’t 
dodge our inheritance, you know.’ 

‘*I was not so strong a believer in 
heredity as he was, however, and, be- 
ginning to think for myself, I concluded 
to stop drinking coffee, and see what 
effect that would have. I feared it 
would be a severe trial to give it up, but 
when I took Postum and had it well 
made, it completely filled my need for a 
hot beverage and I grew very fond of it. 

‘*T have used Postum for three years, 
using no medicine. During all that 
time I have had absolutely none of the 
bilious attacks that I used to suffer 
from, and I have been entirely free from 
the pain and debilitating effect# that 
used to result from them. 

‘‘The change is surely very great, 
and I am compelled to give Postum the 
exclusive credit for it.” Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Read ‘The Road to Wellville,” in 
pkgs. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? Anew 
one appears from time to time. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. : : 
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Raymond, Rover, and the Latch 
By Anne Guilbert Mahon 


HEN Raymond went to the country for 
the first time he thought eve ng 


was splendid except one, and that 
was Rover, the big Newfoundland dog. 

Raymond was not used to dogs. e had 
only seen stray ones in the city, that growled 
and looked cross. 

When they got to the farmhouse the first 
one to meet them was Rover. He jum 
about the carriage and seemed glad to see the 
little boy, but Raymond clung to his father 
and kept as far away from the friendly dog as 

ble, 

After that, whenever he came out the dog 
would be waiting. He would jump about 
the boy and try to play, but Raymond would 
run crying into the house. In vain his father 
and motber and Farmer Grey told him Rover 
was a kind dog and only wanted to make 
friends with him. 

It was the only thing about the farm Ray- 
mond did not enjoy. He loved to go with 
the farmer to see the cows milked, or with 
the farmer’s wife to feed the chickens, but as 
soon as Rover appeared his pleasure was 


me. 

oo day he was playing out by the gate 
when he heard carriage wheels. Looking 
up he saw the carriage with father and 
mother and Farmer Grey going for a drive. 

* “Run up to the house and get your coat, 
Raymond. We’ll wait for you, but be 
quick, We have to meet a train,’’ called 
his father. 

Delighted at the thought of a drive, the 
little boy scampered up to the house. 

The door, instead of a knob, had an old- 
fashioned latch just a little too high for 
Raymond to reach, so he knocked. -No one 
answered. . He knocked again. Still no one 
came. Evidently the farmer’s wife was in 
another part of the house and could not hear 
him. He tried to reach the latch but it was 
too high. How was he going to get in? 


Would they wait for him? 


Just at that moment Rover trotted up, 
wagging his tail and looking ‘at Raymond 
with friendly eyes. In his trouble, the boy 
forgot to be afraid of the big dog. He could 
only reach for the latch’and cry. 

To Raymond’s surprise, Rover stood up on 
‘his hind legs. He put one huge paw on the 
latch, pressed it down and opened the door. 

**Oh,’’ cried the little boy, ‘‘ what a good 
dog you are, Rover!’’ 

He found his coat and ran back to the 
carriage, which was still waiting. 

‘**]T shan’t be afraid of Rover any more,’’ 
he told his: father and mother. ‘* Wasn’t 
it kind of him to open the door for me?’’ . * 

‘* Yes, indeed,’’ said his mother. ‘i’ve 
told you Rover is a good, kind dog. He 
only wants to be friends with you.’’ 

‘*And I wil/ be friends with him,’’ said 
Raymond, 

After that, the little boy and the big dog 
were always together, and had a good time 
while Raymond was at the farm. 
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Subscription Rates 
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: ¢ copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions, 

. One free copy. addi- 
Free Copies jicnai will becllowe 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate. 
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1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


| Books Worth Noting 


Quiet Talks About the Tempter.— 
This book is a guide to battle-winning. It 
deals with every person’s most vital problem : 
How to oust and overthrow Satan. Tempta- 
tion,—what it is and how to meet it; the 


tempter,—his aim and characteristics ; and | 


victory,—its secret, and tactics in the fight, 
are the leading topics with which Mr. 

don deals instructively, trenchantly, and vig- 
orously. For instance, he says of the name, 
tempter, ‘* The word itself means that there 
is something wrong near by.’’ That is asam- 
ple of his burrs of expression, Those who buy 
and attentively read this book are likely to be 
rewarded by large dividends in strength to 
win their battles with the Tempter. (Quiet 
Talks About the Tempter. By S. D. Gor- 
don, - Revell. 75 cents, net.) 


A Mother’s List of Books for Chil- 
dren.—There are no ‘best books for chil- 
dren ’’—indiscriminately considered. There 
are good books for children of particular ages 
and stages, however, and Mrs. Arnold has 
aimed to satisfy this condition. Her succes- 
sive short chapters are graded for children 
all the way from two to fourteen years of age. 
The list is prepared with conscientious care. 
A brief comment or. appreciation goes with 
each book listed, and the information includes 
publisher’s name and catalogue price. An 
author and title index completes the little 
volume. ~ If one misses titles which he thinks 
indispensable to such a list, he may offset the 
omission by the book’s merit of moderation. 
(A Mother's List of Books for Children, By 
G. Weld Arnold. McClurg. $1 net). 


Education in Sexual Physiology.— 
The little book by Dr. Philip,Zénner of Cin- 
cinnati on methods of teaching sexual physi- 
ology and hygiene is one of a few sane and 
healthy treatments of the subject. No one 
book and no one series of talks will meet the 
needs of all boys or of all girls, No one 
teacher will suggest the methods by which 
all .good instructors will obtain..success. 
Means. that are potent in the hands of one 
will be found impotent or even harmful in 
the light of the personality of another. But 
this little book presents more of the sensible 
and practical methods than perhaps any 
other that has come to the reviewer’s notice, 
and at the same time avoids the offensive 
features that have marred so many attempts 
to place the teaching of the young upon a 
rational and established basis. There is still 
to be found the book that combines the win- 
someness of comradeship with the ability and 
desire to impart knowledge. Only when 
this rare blending takes the form of printed 
matter will the ideal book on the teaching of 
sexual hygiene have been published. The 
need is imperative for such a work by the 
gifted individual who shall measure up to its 
requirements, (Zducation in Sexual Physiol- 
ogy. By Dr. Philip Zenner. Cincinnati : The 
Robert Clarke Co. $1 net, postpaid.) 


Egypt and the Old Testament.—The 
first chapter is a thoughtful essay on explo- 
rations. The second is a concise and well 
framed syllabus of what the Egyptian monu- 
ments say concerning the history of Syria. 
The third and fourth, which are long, discuss 
the bearings on the Old Testament of Egypt- 
ian discoveries made prior to 1905. ‘They 
include attempted solutions of chronological 
and other problems, and display a very super- 
ficial acquaintance with the contents of the 
Old Testament. The last chapter proves 
convincingly that writing was in common use 
long before Moses. The remaining chapters 
describe explorations in which the author 
participated in 1905 and 1906, and also 
earlier explorations in the same localities. 
They are simple and lucid and exact, and are 
therefore valuable. Through studies of the 


treasure cities of the eighteenth and nineteenth | expect of them. For sale 
i911 


dynasties, and of the objects which the Egypt- 
ians of those times buried with their dead, these 
chapters throw light on the conditions in 
Goshen when Israel sojourned there. There 
are 100 photographic illustrations, which 
help greatly in this, Concerning the Israel- 
itish sojourn and exodus the Egyptian monu- 
ments are thus far silent, though through 
their mention of instifutions, local phenomena, 
incidents, movements, they vividly attest the 
verisimilitude of many of the Bible statements, 
( The Exploration of Egypt and the Old Tes- 
tament. By J. Carrow Duncan. With 100 
illustrations, Revell. $1.50 net.) 
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on Trees 


Nature would cover them with 

shells, like nuts, protecting. from 
moisture, mildew, dirt and _— insects. 

Just so are Uneeda Biscuit protected by the 
moisture-proof, dust-proof package. It keeps 
them oven-fresh and crisp, retaining all their 
flavor and goodness till used. 


Think it over and you will always 
buy the protected kind : 


Uneeda 
Biscuit 

























Every American Planter knows that 


Burpee’s Seeds Grow! 


UT—do YOU know why they are the Best Seeds that can be grown for planting 

in 1911? Our address is W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO., B Buildings, 
Philadelphia. nd us your address, and we shall mail, without cost, a copy of 
THE LEADING AMERICAN SEED CATALOG FOR 1911, a bright New Book of 
174 pages,that tells The Plain Truth About THE BURPEE-QUALITY, SEEDS. 








The confidence felt by. farmers and § 
gardeners in Ferry’s Seeds to-day 
would have been impossible to feel in 
any seeds two score of years 
ago. We have madea 


tt 





th 


=a: 


exactly what you 10 

Our 1911 » more 
pr ptucsty Mustrated then ever, 
Ay out. Acopy t you for 


J.J. HK. & SON, 
78 Elm St., Marbichead, Mase, 














Original and unequalled. 
Wood or tia rollers. ‘‘Improved"’ 
requires mo tacks, Inventor's 
4 on g i 

















ACME WIRE FERSE 60.683 8, ATWATER ST., DETROIT, 

















This is the Maid of fair renown 

Who scrubs the floors of Spotiess Town. 
To find a speck when she is through 
Would take a pair of specs or two. 

And her employ ment isn’t slow, 

Por she employs SAPOLIO. 


Ever since there have been homes, 
scrubbing has been considered the 
hardest part of the day’s work. 


SAPOLIO 


has changed that, and to-day, every 
surface, frém the kitchen floor to the 
most delicate nt in the lor, can 
be kept perfectly clean by APOLIO 
rubbed lightly on with a brush or a 
cloth, and rinsed off with clear water. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, March 5, rg11. 


Lessons from Great Lives, I:I. Moses. 


(Exod. 3: 1-14. Consecra- 
tion meeting.) 








Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
MoNn.—In God's school (Acts 7 : 20-30). 
‘Tugs.—‘the call (Exod. 3: 1-10). 
WED.—Divine strength ( xod, 3 : 11-20). 
THURS. — Great renunciation (He 


27). 
Fri.—Great leadership (Deut. 34 : 1-7). 
Satr.—Great reward (Heb. 11 : 25). 





b. 1 : 24, 








mand of the nation. 


man the office. 
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% for 23 Years 


it, and what he : 





[SSUED and offered by the American 

Real Estate Company, based on its 
ownership of selected New York real 
estate. 

For 23 vears these Bonds have paid 6%, 
returning nearly $5,000,000 to investors, 
and enabled thousands of persons to 
share in the profits from New York real 
estate. 

For 23 years this Company has operated 
successfully in this field, and its original 
Capital of $100,000 has increased to a 
Capital and Surplus of over $2,000,000. 
with Assets of over $23,000,000. 

In the further extension of its business, 
the Company offers its 6% Gold Bonds 
in these two forms: 

6¢@ COUPON BONDS 

For*those who wish to invest $100 or more. 

6% ACCUMULATIVE BONDS 
For those who wish to save $25 or more a year. 





Send to-day for descriptive literature, 
latest illustrated statement, and map of New 
York City showing location of properties. 


American Peal Estate Company 
Capital and Surplus, $2,011,247.80 
Founded 1888 Assets, $23,026,889.67 
Sraars 519, 527 Fifth Ave., New York. 
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Syracuse 
University 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 

Offers, besides the regular College Courses, 
Mechanical, Electrical and Civil Engineer- 
i Architecture, Music, Painting, Law, 
Med edicine, Sociology, Pedagogy. 

Courses in ~ aud Forestry have been 
establishe 

Over Forty of the leading Universities of this 
country and Europe are represented on the 
Faculty of the College of Liberal Arts. Tu- 
ition expenses are moderate. 

SUMMER SCHOOL, July 5—August 16 

Catalégue and Bulletin sent on application, 
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Name other lessons from Moses’ life. 
How has Moses’ life helped you? 
What are some of his trying experiences ? 


OSES did not want to be a leader. 
There 
were doubtless thousands of Hebrews 

who would have leaped at the opportunity to 
be God’s representatives and to take com- 
God did not choose 
them. The office sought the man, not the 
That order of procedure is 
much ridiculed by practical politicians, but 
it obtained in the lives of the two 
leaders in the Bible, Moses and Paul. 
can rejoice that we may be appointed to some 
part, even a very responsible part, in God’s 
work, although we have no ambition {o: 
prominence and are thoroughly distrustful of 
ourselves, 
Moses is spoken of still as ‘‘meek,’’ and 
he had such control of his temper that the 
one instance when impetuosity got the 
better of him is specially noted, together with 
He was a 


That was his first qualification, 


the penalty that he paid for it. 
steady, unhurried man, of careful speech. 


is good to know from many incidents that he 
was alert, eager, full of vitality dnd power. 
But all these. energies were under control. 


He heard what wage en had to say and 
the truth. that was in it. 


good counsel. 


to it and acted upon it, 
instance of this? 


The life of Moses shows boih the truth and 
fallacy of the saying that ** Men are the archi- 
The finding 
of the baby Moses in the river by the king’s 
daughter was none of the baby’s architecture. 
The choice of Moses to be God’s spokesman 
was a choice of Moses, not-a choice by Moses. 
The old man’s death on Nebo, looking over 
into the land he was not to enter, was God’s 
It was God who was the architect 
But, on the other hand, 
Moses heard and heeded the divine calls. 
Each man is the builder of a poor affair of his 
own, the architect of what, in God’s- eyes 
and as the man will himself some day see it, 
is a wretched failure, or he is the successful 
contractor erecting under the mind and re- 
sources of God the one peek plan of God’s 


tects of their own fortunes.’’ 


ordering. 


thought. 
All these things depend on faith. 


the Hebrews. 


been done by men who were great believers 
in themselves and that the great good of the 
world has been done by men who were great 
believers in God, Contrast Napoleon and St. 
Paul, or, in our own day, Ingersoll and Phillips 


Brooks, 


God is the source of all strength and good- 
ness. The fundamental question is, Do we 


believe in God? Are we living to him? 
he allowed to guide and use us? 


With such men God turns even his judg- 
Moses was denied the 
honor of entering the Promised Land. Alone, 
his work done and the consummation of it | 
snatched from him, the old man dies. That | 
was his punishment but it was also his reward. ! 


ments into glory. 


reatest 
We 





dj 
himself stood by virtue of 
Many of us would 
have far less to repent of and atone for if we 
would learn from Moses the lesson of sober, 
steady’ judgment and just and measured |. 
speech, 
Moses was always ready to learn from 
He did not grow into the idea 
of his own perfection and infallibility, He 
knew that God had spoken to him and com- 
missioned him, and he was always boldly 
declaring what he learned from God, but 
when a man gave him good advice he listened 
Can you name any 


Moses 
was one of that great list of faith heroes and 
heroines of which we read in the Epistle to 
He believed. Looking back, 
we see that the great evil of the world has 
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Four Great Reasons 
for this Encyclopedia 





There are thousands of reasons why Nelson’s is as complete and 
comprehensive as any Encyclopedia— 


But there are four great reasons why it is superior to any Ency- 


clopeedia ever published. 


1. Every year our subscribers are 
furnished with at least 500 pages of new 
matter, bringing information up to the 
minute on all important occurrences and 
investigations, ‘These pages are properly 
numbered, and by simply turning a nut 
in our loose-leaf binding you may remove 
the obsolete pages, and insert the new. 
Your Encyclopedia will be just as much 
up to date twenty years from now as it is 
to-day. No other Encyclopedia can 
possess this feature, as it is fully pro- 
tected, 

2. All subscriber's to this Encyclo- 
pedia are given a full and unlimited 
membership in Nelson’s Research Bu- 
rea. This entitles you to question us 
on any subject of the moment in which 
you may be interested, with the assur- 
ance that you will promptly receive the 
latest information, and references to 
works which treat of that subject in in- 
timate detail. Letters to us from the 
greatest of educational and technical 
workers show this service, in many in- 
stances, to be almost invaluable to them 





These are: 


because of the time which, without it, 
ws be required for investigation. 

3- We maintain permanent editorial 
staffs in three different countries—the 
United States, Great Britain and Canada 
—headed, as Editor in Chief, by John H. 
Finley, LL.D., President of the College 
of the City of New York. These three 
great Editorial Staffs have gathered about 
them a Corps of Contributors who stand 
supreme as authorities in their respective 
subjects, and who, immediately any new 
information is available, forward their 
treatise to us to include in our current 
supplementary pages. 

4. We have imported, e apecinly 
for this Encyclopedia, Models and Mani- 
kins which are really wonderful in their 
detail and, at the same time, their sim- 
plicity. Such interesting yet complicated 
subjects as the Human Body, The Auto- 
mobile, The Turbine, etc., are so pre+ 
sented that even a child can understand 
and be instructed by them. No other 
Reference Work possesses this important 
educational feature. 


Nelsons LOOSE-LEA 


LOOSE-LEAF 
aeedia ana 


Enc Bureau for Special Information 


Approved, adopted and used by U. S. Government Departments, and by Universities, 
Colleges, Libraries and School Boards throughout the country. 


The following are among the Departments at Washington now using Nelson’s: 


‘*Tt Cannot Grow Old.’’ 





Reg. U. S. Pat. Office. 


That Little Bar and Nut has solved the Probiem ! 
It has put all other Encyclopaedias out of date! 





of Justice. 
of State. 
of Commerce 


. 










War 
vy 





t Dist rict 
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Bureau of Corporations. 

Bureau of Chemistry. 

indian Bureau. 





Reclamation Service. 
Chief Signal Office. 
ALSO 
OVER 1,000 LIBRARIES 
AND SCHOOLS 





Nelson’s Perpetual Loose-Leaf 
Encyclopedia contains more than 
70,000 subjects — treating over 
1,000,000 topics — 7,000 illustra- 
tions—s00 maps. 

Each article in Nelson’s is clear, 
concise in treatment, and embodies the 
results of the very latest scholarship and 
research. For example, articles on the 
Death of Edward Vil. and the Accession 


of George V. of England; Flying Ma- 
chines and Mono-Railways; Dread- 
noughts and Submarines; Trusts and 
Cost of Living ; Concrete and Steel and 
Iron Construction; Christian Science 
and Psychotherapy; Hookworm, Pel- 
lagra, Tuberculosis and Cancer; the 
New 1910 Census; the New Portuguese 
Republic, and hundreds of subjects-not 
to be found in any other Encyclopedia. 


Neissh’s Perpetual Loose-Leaf Encyclopedia has so 
completely revolutionized encyclopedia making and put 


out of date the old-fashioned, regularly bound encyclo- 
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peedias that we are constantly receiving inquiries asking us to make an. allowance on 
old encyclopeedias to apply as part payment on Ve/son’s. “We have therefore prepared 
a price list stating the amount allowed. This price list will be mailed upon request. 


Write to-day for the FREE loose-leaf portfolio, containing Sample Pages, 
fac-simile Certificate of Membership to Nelson’s Bureau of Research for special in- 
formation, fac-simile endorsement letters from ‘Scientists and Educators, and full 
infoymation about Nelson’s Loose-Leaf Reference System. Our special introductory 
price and easy payment terms interest all who appreciate a bargain. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Department 40, 381-385 Fourth Ave., New York 


Founded in Edinburgh 1798. Over 100 Years in Business. Established in New York 1854 


Pebtcheve of THE Boy yor | STANDARD BIBL! 
Th and Colleges ti America 
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